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12. Notice of rejection of application for reconnaissance licence
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reconnaissance licence
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23. Rejection of application for extension of reconnaissance licence
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24. Consideration of application for extension of reconnaissance
licence

25. Notice of rejection of application for extension of reconnaissance
licence

26. Notice of grant of extension of reconnaissance licence
27. Record of grant of extension of reconnaissance licence
28. Distribution of the notice of extension of reconnaissance licence

Amendment of reconnaissance licence and provision for
restrided reconnaissance licence

29. Notice of discovery of new mineral
30. Application for amendment of reconnaissance licence
31. Review of application for C:mendment of reconnaissance licence
32. Rejection of application for amendment of reconnaissance licence

33. Consideration of applic;ation for amendment of reconnaissance
licence

34. Notice of rejection of application for amendment of reconnaissance
licence

35. Notice of grant of the amendment of reconnaissance licence
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Division of reconnaissance licence
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39. Record of application for division of reconnaissance licence
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41. Rejection of application for division of reconnaissance licence
42. Consideration of application for division of reconnaissance licence
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licence
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licences
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'§7. Record of rejection and modifications of cadastral map after rejec

tion
58. Terms and conditions of merged reconnaissance licence
59. Record of licences in General Register and modification of cadas

tral map after grant of meraer
60. Stamping and registration of merged reconnaissance licence
61. Distribution of licence

Transfer or assignment of reconnaissance licence
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63. Record of transfer or assignment of reconnaissance licence

, 64. Review of application for transfer or assignment of reconnaissance
licence

65. Rejection of application for transfer or assignment of reconnais
sance licence

66. Consideration of application for transfer or assignment of recon
naissance licence

67. Notice of rejection of application for transfer or assignment of
reconnaissance licence

68. Approval of application for transfer or assignment of reconnais
sance licence

69. Record and modification of cadastral after rejection of transfer or
assignment of reconnaissance licence

70. Record of approval of transfer or assignment of reconnaissance li
cence
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71. Stamping and registration of deed
72. Distribution of notice of transfer or a~ignment

Mortgage of reconnaissance licence

73. Application for approval to mortgage reconnaissance licencetrea
74. Record of approval to mortgage reconnaissance licence
75. Review of application for approval to mortgage reconnaissance licence
76. Rejection of application for approval to mortgage reconnaissance

licence
77. Consideration of application for approval to mortgage reconnais

sance licence
78. Notice of rejection of application for approval to mortgage recon

naissance licence
79. Notice of approval of application to mortgage reconnaissance licence
80. Record of rejection of application for approval to mortgage recon-

naissance licence
81. Record of approval to mortgage reconnaissance licence
82. Stamping and registration of mortgage of reconnaissance. licence
83. Notice of redemption of mortgage of reconnaissance licence
84. Notice of intention to take over reconnaissance licence under

mortgage

Termination of reconnaissance licence

85. Termination of reconnaissance licence by Minister
86. Requirements on suspension of reconnaissance licence
87. Requirements on termination of reconnaissance licence
88. Requirements on expiration of reconnaissance licence

Grant of prospecting licences and restricted prospecting licences

89. Application for prospecting licence
90. Record of application for prospecting licence
91. Review of application for prospecting licence
92. Rejection of application for prospecting licence
93. Application for prospecting licence conflicting with existing

mineral rights
94. Notice of pending application for prospecting licence
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95. Consideration of application for prospecting licence
96 Notice of rejection of application for prospecting licence
97. Notice of grant of prospecting licence
98. Revocation of grant for prospecting licence
99. Record of rejection of application for prospecting licence and amend

ment of cadastral map
100. Terms and conditions of prospecting licence
101. Record of grant of prospecting licence and modification of cadastral

map
102. Stamping and registration of prospecting licence
103. Distribution of prospecting licence

Extension or renewal of the tenn of prospecting licences

104.Application for extension of term of prospecting licence
105.Record of application for extension of prospecting licence
106.Review of application for extension of prospecting licence•
107. Rejection of application for extension of prospecting licence
108. Consideration of application for extension of prospecting licence
109.Notice of rejection of application for extension of prospecting

licence 0;

110.Notice of grant of application for extension of prospecting licence
111.Record of grant of extension of prospecting licence and amendment

of cadastral map
112. Distribution of the notice of extension of prospecting licence

Amendment of a prospecting licence to add or to exclude minerals

113. Notice of discovery of new mineral in respect of prospecting licence
114. Application for amendment of prospecting licence to include or

exclude mineral

115. Review of application for amendment of prospecting licence to
include or exclude mineral

116. Rejection of application for amendment of prospecting licence to
include or exclude mineral

117. Consideration of application for amendment of prospecting licence
to include or exclude mineral
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118. Notice of rejection of application for amendment of prospecting
licence to include or exclude mineral

119. Notice of grant of amendment of prospecting licence to include or
exclude mineral

120. Distribution of notice of amendment of prospecting licence to
include or exclude mineral. (",

121. Record of amendment of prospecting licence to include or exclude
mineral

Division of a prospecting licence or a restricted prospecting licence

122. Application for division of prospecting licence

Merger of prospecting licences

123. Application for merger of prospecting licence
124. Record of application for merger of prospecting licences
125. Review of applicati~n for merger of prospecting lic~nce
126. Rejection of application for merger of prospecting licence
127. Consideration of application for merger of prospecting licence
128. Notice of rejection of appIlcation for m«rger of prospecting licence
129. Notice of grant of application for merger of prospecting licence
130. Modification of cadastral map and General Register after rejec-

tion of merger , _
131. Terms and conditions of licence of merger of pIospecting licence
132. Record of merger of prospecting licences in General Register and

. modification of cadastral map
133. Stamping and registration of licence for merger of prospecting

licences
134. Distribution of licence for merger of prospecting licence

Transfer or assignment of prospecting licences

135. Application for transfer or assignment of prospecting licence
136..Record of transfer or assignment of prospecting licence
137. Review of application for transfer or assignment of prospecting

licence

138. Rejection of application for transfer or assignment of prospecting
licence '
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139. Consideration of application for transfer or assignment of pros
pecting licence

140.Notice of rejection of application for transfer or assignment of pros
pecting licence

141. Approval of transfer or assignment of prospecting li.cence
142. Record of rejection and modification of cadastral map on transfer

or assignment of prospecting licence
143. Record of approved application for transfer or assignment of pros

pecting licence
144. Stamping and registration of deed
145.Distribution of notice of transfer or assignment

Mortgage of prospecting licence

146.Application for mortgage of prospe~ctinglicence
147.Record of application fbr mortgage of prospecting licence
148. Review of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
149.Rejection of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
150. Consideration of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
151.Notice of rejection of application for mortgage of prospecting

licence

152.Approval of mortgage of prospecting licence
153.Record of rejection of application for mortgage of prospecting

licence

154. Record of approval of application for mortgage of prospecting
licence

155. Stamping and registration of mortgage of prospecting licence
156.Notice of redemption of mortgage of prospecting licence
157.Notice of transfer or assignment of prospecting licence to

mortgagee

Surrender of prospecting licence

158. Surrender of prospecting licence
159.Record of application for surrender of prospecting licence
160.Review of application for surrender of prospecting licence
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161. Rejection of application for surrender of prospecting licence
162. Consideration of application for surrender of prospecting licence
163. Notice of rejection of application for surrender of prospecting

licence

164. Approval of surrender of prospecting licence
165. Record of rejection of application for surrender of prospecting

licence

166. Record of approved applications for surrender of prospecting li
cence

167. Distribution of notice of approval for surrender of prospecting
licence

Termination of prospecting licence

168. Suspension and tennination of prospecting licence
169. Actions required to be taken on suspension of prospecting licence
170. Actions required to be taken on termination of a prospecting licence

Expiration of the term of prospecting licence

171. Actions required to be taken on expiration of a prospecting licence

Grant of mining leases

172. Application for mining lease
173. Record of application for mining lease
174. Review of application for mining lease
175. Rejection of application for mining lease
176. Applications which conflict with existing mineral rights
177.Notice of pending applications for mining lease
178. Consideration of application for mining lease
179.Notice of rejection of application for mining lease
180. Grant of mining lease
181. Revocation of mining lease
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182.Record of rejected application for mining lease and modification

of cadastral ma.p
183.Terms and conditions of a mining lease
184. Stamping and registration of mining lease
185. Distribution of mining lease
186. Record of grant of mining lease and modification of cadastral map
187. Record of application which corresponds to previous licence
188. Ratification of leases by Parliament

Extension or renewal of the term of the mining leases

189. Application for extension of mining lease
190. Record of application for extension of mining lease
191.Review of application for extension of mining lease
192.Rejection of application fD.r extension of mining lease
193. Consideration of application for extension of mining lease
194. Notice of rejection of application for extension of mining lease
195. Notice of grant of extension of mining lease
196. Record of grant of extension of mining lease and modification of

cadastral map
197. Distribution of the notice of extension of mining lease

Reduction or enlargement of mining lease

198. Reduction or enlargement of mining lease

Amendment, division, merger,transfer, mortgage, or surrender of a mining lease

199.Applications for amendment, transfer or surrender of mining lease

Termination of mining leases

200. Suspension or termination of mining leases

Expiration of mining leases

201. Procedure on expiration of mining lease

Grant of small scale mining licences

202. Application for small scale mining licence



MINERALS AND MINING (LICENSING) REGULATIONS, 2012

203. Record of application for small scale mining licence
204. Review of application for small scale mining licence
205. Rejection of application for small scale mining licence
206. Application for small scale mining right which conflicts with existing

mineral rights
207. Notice of pending applications for small scale mining licence
208. Consideration of application for small scale mining licence
209. Notice of rejection of application for small mining licence
210. Notice of grant of small scale mining licence
211. Revocation of small scale mining licence
212. Record of rejection of application for small scale mining licence
213. Terms and conditions of small scale mining licence
214. Record of grant of small scale mining licence and modification

cadastral map
215. Stamping and registration of small scale mining licence
216. Distribution of small scale mining licence

Extension or renewal of the term of small scale mining licences

217. Application for extension of small scale mining licence
218. Record of application for small scale mining licence
219. Review of application for small scale mining licence
220. Rejection of application for extension of small scale mining iicence
221. Consideration of application for extension of small scale mining

licence .

222. Notice of rejection of application for extension of small scale min
ing licence

223. Notice of grant of extension of small scale mining licence
224. Record of grant of small scale mining licence and modification of

cadastral map
225. Distribution of the notice of extension of small scale mining licence
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Amendment of a small scale mining licence to add or to exclude minerals, and

reduction or enlargement, transfer, mortgage and surrender of small scale

mining licences

226. Amendment transfer and surrender of small scale mining licence

Division of small scale mining licences

227. Application for division of small scale mining licence
228. Record of division of sman sc;ale'inmiIt(iiC~ftc~" '. ;
229. Review of application for divisffilhQ:(siliall scare inining licence
230. Rejection of application for division of small scale mining licence
231. Consideration of application for division of small scale mining

licence
232. Notice of rejection of application for division of small scale mining

licence

233. Notice of grant of division of small scale mining licence
234. Record of rejection of application for division of small scale mining

licence

235. Terms and conditions for division of small scale mining licence
236. Record of grant of division of small scale mining licence and modi

fication of cadastral map
237. Stamping and registration of licence for division of small scale

mining licence
238. Distribution of small scale mining licence after division

Merger of small scale mining licences

239. Application for merger of small scale mining licence
240. Record of application for merger of small scale mining licence
241. Review of application for merger of small scale mining licence,
242. Rejection of application for merger of small scale mining licence
243. Consideration of application for merger of small scale mining

licence

244. Notice of rejection of application for merger of small scale mining
licence

245. Notice of grant of merger of small scale mining licence
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246. Record of rejection of application for merger of small scale mining
licence

247. Terms and conditions of merged small scale licence
248. Record of merged licence and modification of cadastral map
249. Stamping and registration of merged small scale licence
250. Distribution of merged small scale licence

Suspension and tennination of small scale mining licences

251. Suspension and termination of small scale licence
Expiration of small scale mining licences

252. Expiration of small scale mining licence

Creation of designated areas for small scale mining

253. Designation of small scale mining areas
254. Conditions precedenf to designation of small scale mining area
255. Record of designated small scale mining area and modification of

cadastral map
256. Application for small scale mining licences in respect of designated

area

Tender procedures for mineral rights

257. Conduct of tender for mineral right
258. Grant of mineral rights by tender
259. Functions of the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission in

relation to tenders

260. Submission and processing of tenders
261. Composition of Tender Committee
262. Duties and responsibilities of Tender Committee
263. Transmission of report on tender to the Minister
264. P~ocedures on the grant of a mineral right by tender
265. Unsuccessful tender
266. Failure to give notice to Minister of acceptance
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Demarcation of areas subjed to mineral rights
267. Boundaries of mineral rights
268. Establishment of beacons

269. Beacons demarcating mining leases
270. Beacons demarcating prospecting licences or restricted prospecting

licences
271. Markings on beacons
272. Cost of beacons to be borne by holder of mineral right
273. Conflicts of measurements

274. Surveys to be-carried out by qualified persons
275. Removal of beacons
276. Additional beacons
277. Application of Regulations to restricted mineral rights
278. Interpretation

Transitional provisions

279. Procedures to make existing mineral rights compatible
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IN exercise of the powers conferred on the Minister responsible for Mines
by section 110 (1) of the Minerals and Mining Act, 2006 (Act 703), these
Regulations are made this 20th day of March, 2012

General Provisions

Cadastral system
1. For the purpose of establishing mineral rights or mining cadastre

under these Regulations, the surface of the Republic of Ghana is divided
into cadastral units consistent with the grid defined by the Gauss
geographic co-ordinates

(a) the cadastral map shall be on a scale of 1:50,000 based on the
topographic map of the Republic of Ghana produced by
the Survey and Mapping Division of the Lands Commission,
as well as on the Gauss projection and the British War
Office spheroid; and

(b) the location of c;adastral co-ordinates on the ground by GPS
shal be made using the official geodetic transformation
parameters provided by the Survey and Mapping Division
of the Lands Commission, and where there is a conflict
between the field topographic data and the cadastral map
co-ordinates, the cadastral map co-ordinates shall prevail.

Requirements for application for mineral right
2. (1) Subject to the provisions of these Regulations, an applicant for a

mineral right shall submit to the Director of the Commission responsible for
Mineral Titles, the co-ordinates of all the angles of the polygonbeing applied
for as adjusted to the cadastral grid establishedunder these Regt,l1ations.

(2) The co-ordinates to be submitted by an applicant shall be exact
multiples of fifteen seconds, except in the case of a designated area where
the co-ordinates shall be in exact multiples of three seconds.

(3) A polygon that is subject to
. (a) a mineral right application, or

(b) an application for an environmental permit or an operating
permit or any other permit, shall be contiguous on at least
one side.
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(4) An application for a mineral right, an environmental permit,
an operating permit or any other permit shall not include two or more
isolated polygons and this includes polygons in contact by only one ver
tex, or polygons containing empty spaces.

(5) In accordance with section 8 (2) of the Act, where a cadastral
unit which is the subject matter of a mineral right application overlaps
the national borders or the boundaries of a reserved area, the shape and
dimensions of the affected cadastral unit shall not be modified.

Administration of the cadastre

3. (1) The Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles
is responsible for the administration of mineral rights as well as the main
tenance of the cadastre registers.

(2) The Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles
shall

(a) receive and consider applications for extension, reduction,
merger, transfer, surrender or other dealings concerning
mineral rights;

(b) initiate the procedures for termination of a mineral right in
accordance with the provisions of the Act and these Regu
lations;

(c) maintain and update the cadastral map to ensure that the
map shows existing mineral rights, pending applications,
designated areas and restricted or protected areas; and

(d) record chronologically
(i) in the Priority Register, only appliUltions for mineral

rights in respect of vacant areas; anJ
(ii) in the General Register, all other applications, grants

and other decisions concerning mineral rights as
specified in these Regulations.

(3) rhe grant of a mineral right in respect of an application for a
vacant area shall be based on the order of priority of applications as
recorded in the Priority Register.

(4) The public may access, inspect and make copies of the cadastral
map and cadastre registers.
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(5) The Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles
shall

(a) act as a technical referee in the event of dispute between
holders concerning the delimitation of the areas granted,
and shall

(b) resolve any disputes resulting from the definition and
demarcation of markers and boundary lines of areas sub
ject to mineral rights, and shall

(c) notify the mineral right holders in writing of its decision.

(6) For the purpose of administration of the cadastral system, the
headquarters of all cadastral activities shall beis the Head Office of the
Division responsible for mineral titles Commission in Accra, andbut
cadastral activities may be initiated in the existing District Offices of the
Commission or such other offices that may be opened, in accordance
with these Regulations.

(7) The Commission shall have has exclusive authority and juris
diction over the whole of the country in respect of mineral cadastral
matters, and shall be particularlyis responsible for:

(a) co-ordinating cadastral activities, including the assignment
of codes for new applications;

(b) receiving and recording applications for mineral rights and
permits;

(c) reviewing applications; .
(d) making recommendations to the Minister on the grant or

rejection of applications made under these Regulations;
(e) notifying applicants on behalf of the Minister regarding

applications made under these Regulations; and
(f) making recommendations to the Chief Executive Officer

of the Commission on the grant or otherwise of small scale
mining licences; and

(g) issuing of certificates related to the mineral rights. Such
certificate which certificates shall be acceptedacceptable in
proceedings before any court as evidence of any matter re
lated to a mineral right.
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(8) The District Office of the Commission shall beis responsible
for:

(a) receiving and recording applications for small scale mining
licences within the district; and

r- (b) transferring applications to the headquarters for vetting;
(9) An application or notification required to be made by an appli

cant to the CommissionMineral Titles Department of the Commission
under these Regulations shall be copied to the Minister, and vice versa ..

(10) On An applicant is not entitled to a refund "offees paid on
rejection of an application under these Regulations, the applicant shall
not be entitled to a refund of any fees paid.

(11) Where an applicant or a holder of a mineral right makes a
statement ,to the Commission which the applicant or holder knows is
false or misleading in any mat6rlal particular, and the application is
rejected or the mineral right is terminated, the applicant or holder shall
not be eligible to apply for a mineral right for at least one hundred and
eighty days after the rejection or termination.

Fees, minimum expenditure and late applications
4. (1) The Application fees and fees that relate to mineral rights and

'" other matters are payable as specified in the Second Schedule. shall be
. paid in respect of the

(2) For the purpose of these Regulations, the minimum expendi
ture required to be incurred by a holder in any operations an operation
under a reconnaissance or prospecting licence be for each cadastral unit
or 21twenty-one hectares, is ten times the value of the annual mineral
right fees as specified in the Second Schedule.

(3) An annual mineral right fee payable under these Regulations
shall be paid not later than ninety days before the expiration of each an
niversary of the mineral right.

(4) A fee, expenditure or other payment required to be paid or
spentmade under these Regulations and which are not yet paid or
spentmade within the period specified in subregulation (3) shall be a debt
owed to the Republic and recoverable by the Commission from the holder
in Court.
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(5) Where a fee, expenditure or other payment required to be paid
or spentmade under these Regulations is not paid or unspent not made
within the stipulated period, the mineral right shall be terminated.

(6) Despite the provision in these Regulations for rejection of an
application in relation to a mineral right made later than the specified
period, the Commission may, subject to reasonable explanation provided
by the applicant, accept an application made after the specified period
but not later than ten days before the expiration of the mineral right.

(7) An application accepted under subregulation (6) is subject to
the payment of fees as specified in the Second Schedule.

Grant of reconnaissance licences and restricted reconnaissance licences

Application for reconnai9Sance licence
5. (1) An application for a reconnaissance licence or a restricted

reconnaissance licence shall be made personally by the applicant or a
representative of the applicant to the Mineral TitlesCommission as set
out in Form One of the First Schedule Department of the Commission
and shall include the following:

(a) contain particulars of the applicant, includingor the ~
applicant's representative: specifying the

(i) registered name;
(ii) physicalresidential and postal addresses;
(iii) official telephone and facsimile numbers; and
(iv) official email address.;

(b) have attached, certified copies of documents of incorpora
tion documents showing that show the applican~ is a body
incorporated under the Companies Act, 1963 (Act 179) or
the Incorporated Private Partnership Act, 1962 (Act 152) or
registered under any other enactment in force.

(c) have attached a certified copy of the company's regulations
and details of shareholding and Directors;

(d) specify the number of blocks and the cadastral co-ordinates
delineating the area being applied for;
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(e) specify the mineral(s) to be reconnoitred;
(f) contain particulars of the qualifications and experience of

the manager and other members of the technical team in
charge of the reconnaissance operations;

(g) contain a work programme describing the type and scope
of the work to be conducted, including the expenditure on
reconnaIssance;

(h) contain particulars of the financial resources available to
the applicant for the proposed reconnaissance operations;
and

(i) provide evidence of payment of the applicable fees.
(2) An applicant shall, prior tobefore submitting an application,

conduct a search in the cadastral map and cadastre registriesregisters to
determine the availability of the area.

Recording and treatmentprocessing of applications
6. (1) An application shall not be recorded in the Priority Register

unless the following information is provided by the applicant.:
(a) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.;
(b) particulars of the applicant includingor of the applicant's

representative. ;
(c) the number of blocks and the cadastral co-ordinates delin

eating the area being applied for; and
(d) the mineral(s) to be reconnoitred.

(2) Any information as specified inrequired under subregulation
(1) shall be completed submitted within 15fifteen days after the submis
sion of the application.

(3) Where an applicant provides all the information required in
subregulation (1) the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
assign a unique code to the application, and record the details of the
application in the Priority Register, including the date, hour and minute
the application was submitted.

(4) After recording the application in the Priority Register, the
Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall transfer the
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information submitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate
as set out in Form Two of the First Schedule which shall be

(a) signed by the applicant and the Director of the Commis

sion responsible for Mineral Titles or his representative, and r
(b) issued tio the applicant.

(5)' The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission
Department of the Commission shall plot the area applied for as a
provisional polygon on the cadastral map, and the application shall be
considered as a pending application until a final decision is made to
grant or reject the application,

(6) Subsequent applications relating to part of or all of the entire
provisional polygon shall be recorded in the Priority Register chrono
logically, and shall be regarded as partially or fully overlapping respec
tively until it isand shall not be considered after until the preceding appli
cation has been rejectecr.

Review of application for reconnaissance licence
7. (1) The Commission shall within five days after recording an

application in the Priority Register, review the application to ensure that-
(a) the area applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordi

nates supplied are consistent with the geographic and geo- ~,
metric rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(b) the documentation required is complete and valid;
(c) the applicant is a body incorporated under the Companies

Act, 1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporated Private Partnership
Act, 1962 (Act 152) or registered under any other enactment
in force;

(d) the area applied for does not conflict with other mineral
rights, pending applications, reserved areas, restricted areas,
protected areas or designated areas;

(e) the area applied for does not exceed five thousand cadastral
units or 1,050km2 one thousand and fifty square kilometres;

(f) the expenditure proposed in the work programme is in
accordance with the minimum expenditure specified in
regulation 4(2);
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(g) the area applied for does not fall within part of or all of the
area over which the applicant's previous application has
been revoked in accordance with egulation 14, unless one
hundred and eighty days have passed since the date of revo
cation;

(h) the applicant is not applying for an area that has previously
been relinquished by the applicant, unless one hundred and
eighty days have passed' since the date of relinquishment;
and

(i) in the case of an application for a restricted reconnaissance
licence, the applicant is a citizen, or where the applicant is a
non-citizen the proposed investment is at least ten million
United States dollars.

(2) Where an application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (1,), the Mineral TitlesCommission Department of the
Commission shall give notice accordingly to the applicant within five
days after the review as set out in Form Three of the First Schedule, and
the applicant shall correct the errors or provide the information required
within ten days from the qate of the notice.

Rejection of application for reconnaissance licence
8. (1) Where an applicant knowingly makes a statement which is false

or misleading in a material particular or does not correct the errors or
provide the information required under regulation 7(2) within ten days
from the date of the notice, the application shall be rejected.

(2) Where an application is rejected at this stage, the Commission
shall on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejec
tion and the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First
Schedule.

Processing of application that conflicts with existing mineral rights
9. (1) In accordance with section 15(5) of the Act, where an applica

tion for a mineral right conflictswith an existing mineral right for a different
mineral in the same area, Commission shall give notice to the holder of
the existing mineral right within fifteen days of the application, as set
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out in Form Five of the First Schedule and the holder of the existing
mineral right shall be given the first option to add thethat mineral to the
existing mineral right.

(2) A notice under subregulation (1) shall contain particulars of
the mineral and the area applied for, and shall require the holder of the
existing mineral right to exercise the option by giving notice to the Com- _
mission in writing of the option within fifteen days of the notice. ")

(3) Where the holder of the existing mineral right exercises the
option to add the new mineral within the stipulated time, the new appli
cation shall be rejected without refund of the fees paid by the applicant,

(4) Where the holder of the existing mineral right chooses not to
exercise the option or does not exercise the option within the time specified
in subregulation (2), the new application shall be accepted and processed
in accordance with these Regulations.

Notice of application for reconnaissance licence
10. (1) Where an application is determined to satisfYthe requirements

of regulation 7 the Commission shall within fifteen days after recording
the application in the Priority Register, perpare a notice of the pending
application as set out in Form Six of the First Schedule and

(a) publish the notice in the Gazette and cause the following to
occur:; .

(b) give a copy of the notice to the relevant chief, traditional-'
authority or land owner and the relevant District Assembly;

(c) publish the notice in
(i) a newspaper circulating in the area concerned and,

and

(ii) in a manner customarily acceptable to the area that
is the subject matter of the application;

(d) post a copy of the notice on the
(i) notice board of the relevant office of the Commis

sion; and
(ii) on the land which is the subject matter of the

application;
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(e) submit a copy of the notice to the Office of the Administra
tor of Stool . Lands, the Lands Commission office in the
area, and any other person designated by the Commission.

(2) The notice given under subregulation (1) shall include a map
showing the proposed boundaries of the land which is the subject matter
of the application.

(3) An owner or lawful occupier of land who is likely to be
affected by the grant of the reconnaissance licence shall submit a written
statement of that owner's or occupier's interest to the Mineral Titles Com
mission Department of the Commission through the respective District
Assembly within twenty-one days from the date of publication of the
notice in the Gazette.

Recommendation of Commission regarding application
11. The Commission shall, within12. Within thirty days after the

publication the Commission shall consider the application, including
any interests submitted by received affected persons, and shall make the
appropriate recommendatil(n to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for reconnaissance licence
12. The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister

has approved the recommendation: for the rejection of an application,
Director of the Division responsible for Mineral Titleson behalf of the
Minister, notify the applicant of the rejection and the reasons for the
rejection, as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule ..
Notice of grant of reconnaissance licence

13. (1) The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the
making a Minister has approved the recommendation for the grant
of licence to the applicant, on behalf of the Minister give notice to
the applicant of the grant and of the fees payable "in respect of the
grant, as set out in Form Eight of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within sixty days after the date of the notice
in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees and give notice to the Minister
and the Commission in writing of the acceptance of the grant.
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(3) The Minister shall, on proof of payment of the applicable fees,
issue the licence to the applicant within thirty days ofafter the date of
acceptance of the grant.

(4) The grant of the licence shall be effected by the issue of an
agreement in triplicate signed between the Minister and the applicant
and the agreement shall be signed by both parties.

Revocation of reconnaissance licence

14. (1) A grant shall be revoked and shall if the applicant fails to give
notice of the applicant's acceptance to the Minister and the Commission
in accordance with regulation 134 (2).

(2) On revocation of a grant, the corresponding provisional polygon
shall be deleted from the cadastral map and the details of the revocation
shall be recorded in the General Register.

Record of rejection and modification of cadastral map in respect of
reconnaissance licence

15. (l)Where an appli"tation is rejected, the Commission shall delete
the provisional polygon relating to the application from the cadastral
map and enter the details of the rejection in the General Register, and the
area shall be considered vacant for new applications.

(2) An applicant is not entitled to a refund of fees paid. where an
application is rejected.

Terms and conditions of the reconnaissance licence
16. A licence issued by the Minister shall state,

(a) the registered name and addresses of the holder;
(b) the date of issuance of the licence;
(c) the term of the licence, which shall not exceedingexceed

twelve months;
(d) the minerals to be reconnoitred;
(e) the period of limitation for submission of an application

for renewal;
(f) he cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of

blocks;
(g) the annual mineral right fee and the ground rent payable;
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(h) the obligations of the holder in relation to reporting
requirements;

(i) the rights of the holder and third parties; and
(j) other terms and conditions asthat the Minister may deter

mIlle.

Record of grant of reconnaissance licence
17. The Commission shall on the grant of a licence record the details

of the grant in the General Register and replace the provisional polygon
with a polygon corresponding to the grant on the cadastral map.
Stamping and registration of reconnaissance licence

18. The holder of a licence shall within twenty-one days after being
granted the licence but before the commencement of an activity in the
field

(a) stamp and register the licence in accordance with the relevant
enactments in force; and

(b) return an original c;opyof the duly stamped and registered
licence together with nine copies of the licence to the Mineral
Titles Department of the Commission.

Distribution of reconnaissance licence
19. The Commission shall within seven days of receipt of the duly

stamped and registered licence forward a copy of the licence to the
(a) Ministry responsible for mines;
(b) Geological Survey Department;
(c) Inspectorate Division of the Commission;
(d) Environmental Protection Agency;
(e) Lands Commission;
(f) Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands;
(g) relevant District Assembly;
(h) relevant Regional Co-ordinating Council;
(i) relevant Traditional Council;
(j) relevant District Office of the Commission; and

(k) ·Forestry Co~mission where the area falls within a forest
reserve.
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Extension of the term of reconnaissance licences and restricted reconnaissance
licences

Application for extension of term of reconnaissance licence
20. (1) A holder of a reconnaissance licence may not later than ninety

days before the expiration of the initial term of the licence, apply to the
Commission, as set out in Form Nine of the First Schedule, for extension

of the term of the licence in respect of all or part of the area subject to the -... _
licence.

(2) An application under subregulation (1) shall be submitted in
person to the Commission and shall include

(a) a certified copy of the reconnaissance licence;
(b) the cadastral co-ordinates delineating the area subject to the

application for extension in the case of a reduction in the
perimeter of the original polygon;

(c) evidence in the form of certified audited accounts indicating
that the expenditure incurred wholly and exclusively for
reconnaiss'1nce work is in accordance with the minimum
expenditure specified in regulation 4(2);

(d) particulars of the qualifications and experience of the manager
and other members of the technical team in charge of the
reconnaissance operations, in case of a change in the team;

(e) a terminal report indicating the details of work carried out
during the initial term of the licence;

(f) a new or revised work programme describing the type and om . I
scope of the work to be conducted, and the expenditure on ..
reconnaissance; and

(g) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of extension of reconnaissance licence
21. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall record

in the General Register, the details of the application, including the date,
hour and minute the application was submitted, where an applicant provides
all the information required in regulation 20(2).

. (2) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall after
recording the application in the General Register, transfer the information
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submitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate as set out in
Form Two of the First Schedule which shall be

(a) signed by the applicant and the Director of the Commis
sion responsible for Mineral Titles, and

(b) issued to the applicaht.

(3) Where the holder applies for extension in respect of a reduction
in the original polygon, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commis
sion shall plot a provisional polygon corresponding to the reduced area on
the cadastral map, and the application shall be considered as a pending
application until a final decision is made to grant or reject the application.
Review of application for extension of reconnaissance licence

22. (1) The Commission shall within five days after recording an
application in the General Register, review the application to ensure that

(a) the are~applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordinates
supplied are consistent with the geographic and geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(b) the application was submitted at least ninety days before
the expiration of the licence;

(c) the expenditure proposed in the work programme is in
accordance with the minimum expenditure specified in
regulation 4(2);

(d) the documentation required is complete and valid;
(e) an extension has not been granted previously; and
(f) the applicable fees have been duly paid by the applicant.

(2) Where an application does not comply with any of the re
quirements other than paragraph (a) of subregulation (1), the Commis
sion shall give notice to the applicant, as set out in Form Three of the
First Schedule, within five days after the review, and the applicant shall
correct the errors or provide the information required within ten days
from the date of notice.

Rejection of application for extension of reconnaissance licence
23. (1) Where an applicant submits an application for extension later

than ninety days before the expiration of the licence, or knowingly makes
a statement which is false or misleading in any material particular, or
does not correct the errors or provide the information required under
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regulation 22 within ten days from the date of notification, the application
shall be rejected.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection, stat
ing the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First
Schedule~ .

Consideration of application for extension of reconnaissance licence
24. The Commission shall within forty days after recording an appli

cation for extension in the General Register, consider the application
and make the appropriate recommendation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for extension of reconnaissance
licence

25. The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister
has approved the recommendation for the rejection of an application,
give notice to the applicant of.the rejection, and the reasons for the rejection,
as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of grant of extension of reconnaissance licence
26. (1) The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister

has approved the recommendation for the grant of an extension to the
applicant, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the
grant and the fees payable in respect of the grant, as set out in Form Ten
of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after the date of the
notice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall grant the extension to the applicant within
fifteen days after the date of payment.

(4) The grant of the extension shall be by a letter signed by the
Minister and addressed to the applicant.

(5) The extension shall be for a term hot exceeding twelve months,
subject to the terms and conditions of the original licence and to other
terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

(6) The letter issued by the Minister shall form part of the terms
of the original licence, and where a provision of the licence conflicts
with a provision of the letter, the provisions of the letter shall prevail.
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Record of grant of extension of reconnaissance licence
27. (1) The Commission shall on the grant of an extension of a licence,

record the details of the grant in the General Register and shall if applicable,
replace the provisional polygon with a polygon corresponding to the ex
tension on the cadastral map.

(2) On the grant of extension of a licence in respect of a reduced
area, the relinquished area shall be considered vacant for new applications.

(3) On the grant of extension of a licence in respect of the reduced
area, the holder shall not be eligible to apply for the relinquished area
unless one hundred and eighty days have passed since the relinquishment.
Distribution of the notice of extension of reconnaissance licence

28. The extension granted 'by the Minister shall be copied to the persons
and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Amendment of reconnai§sance licence and provision for restricted
reconnaissance licence

Notice of discovery of new mineral
29. (1) A holder of a reconnaissance licenceor a restrictedreconnaissance

licence shall within thirty days of the discovery ofa mineral not included
in the right, notify the Commission and the Geological Survey Depart
ment of the discovery.

(2) A notice given under subregulation (l) shalJ contain
(a) particulars of the discovery; and
(b) a geological description of the site and circumstances of the

discovery.

Application for amendment of reconnaissance licence
30. (l) A holder of a reconnaissance licence or a restricted reconnaissance

licence may, at anytime during the term of the licence, apply to the
Commission, as set out in Form Eleven of the First Schedule, for an
amendment of the licence to include an additional mineral or to exclude
a mineral already subject to the licence.

(2) Where a holder of a restricted reconnaissance licence discovers
a mineral which is not an industrial mineral and which is not the subject
matter of the licence, the holder shall apply for the grant of a reconnaissance
licence under these Regulations.
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(3) Where a holder of a reconnaissance licence discovers an in
dustrial mineral which is not the subject matter of the licence, the holder
shall apply for the grant of a restricted reconnaissance licence under these
Regulations.

(4) An application under this regulation shall include,
(a) particulars of the mineral to be included or excluded;
(b) proposed amendments to the work programme; and
(c) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

(5) Where an applicant provides all the information required in
subregulation (4), the Commission shall record in the General Register,
the details of the application, including the date, hour and minute the
application was submitted.

(6) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on
recording the application in the General Register, transfer the informa
tion contained in the General Register onto an Application Certificate,
as set out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(7) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles.

Review of application for amendment of reconnaissance licence
31. (1) Within five days of recording an application in the General

Register, the Commission shall review the application to ensure that the
particulars required are complete and valid, and that the application does
not conflict with an existing mineral right.

(2) Where the application does not comply with the requirements
of subregulation (1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to
the applicant within five days after the review as set out in Form Three
of the First Schedule, and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide
the information required within ten days from the date of the notice.

Rejection of application for amendment of reconnaissance licence
32. (1) Where an applicant knowingly makes a statement which is

false or misleading in a material particular, or does not correct the errors
or provide the information required in regulation 31(2) within ten days
from the date of notification, the application shall be rejected.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.
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Consideration of application for amendment of reconnaissance licence
33. The Commission shall within forty days after recording the

application in the General Register, consider the application and make
the appropriate recommendation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for amendment of reconnaissance
licence

34. The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister
has approved the recommendation for the rejection of an application,
on behalf of the Minister, notify the applicant of the rejection and the
reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of grant of the amendment of reconnaissance licence
35. (1) The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister

has approved the recommendation to grant the amendment, give notice
to the applicant of the grant and of the fees payable in respect of the
grant, as set out in Form Twelve of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall, within fifteen days after the date of the
notice in sub-regulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall issue the amendment to the applicant within
fifteen days after the date of payment of the applicable fees:

(4) The grant of the amendment shall be by a letter signed by the
Minister and addressed to the applicant.

(5) The amendment shall take effect from the date of the Minister's
letter and is valid for the remainder of the term of the licence, and subject
to the terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

Distribution of the notice of amendment of reconnaissance licence

36. The amendment granted by the Minister shall be copied to the
persons and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Record of amendment in General Register
37. Where an amendment is granted, the Commission shall record

the details of the amendment in the General Register.
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Division of reconnaissance licence

Application for division of reconnaissance licence
38. (1) A holder of a reconnaissance licence may, not later than ninety

days before the expiration of the licence, apply to the Commission, as set
out in Form Thirteen of the First Schedule for the division of the area
which is the subject matter of the licence into several sub-areas.

(2) The application shall include
(a a certified copy of the reconnaissance licence;
(b) the number of blocks and the cadastral co-ordinates delin

eating the area to be divided, and the divisions being sought;
(c) particulars of the qualificationsand experienceof the managers

and other members of the technical teams in respect of each
of the divisions being sought;

(d) work programme~ in respect of each of the divisions being
sought, describing the type and scope of the work to be
conducted, including the minerals to be reconnoitred and
the expenditure on reconnaissance;

(e) particulars of the financial resources available to the appli
cant for the proposed reconnaissance operations in respect
of each of the divisions being sought; and

(f) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record and process of application for division of reconnaissance licence
39. (1) Where the applicant provides the information required under

regulation 38, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record in the General Register, the details of the application, including
the date, hour and minute the application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless all the information required under regulation 38 is provided by the
applicant.

(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall record
the applicationin the General Registerand transferthe informationsubmitted
by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set out in Form Two
of the First Schedule.
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(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Division responsible for Mineral Titles and
issued to the applicant.

(5) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on
recording the application in the General Register, plot the areas corre
sponding to the divisions being sought as provisional polygons on the
cadastral map.

(6) The original polygon corresponding to the reconnaissance
licence which has not been divided is valid until the application for the
division is granted. .
Review of application for division of reconnaissance licence

40. (1) The Commission shall within five days after recording an
application in the General Register, review the application to ensure that

(a) the reconnaissance licence which is the subject matter of the
application is valid; •

(b) the geometry and dimensions of the provisional polygons
and the cadastral coordinates delineating the divisions being
sought are consistent with the geographic and geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(c) the qualifications and experience of the manager and other
members of the technical teams are adequate for the proposed
reconnaissance activities;

(d) the work programmes in respect of each of the divisions
being sought comply with the guidelines set by the Com
mlSSlOn;

(e) the applicable fees have been paid; and
(f) the financial resources available to the applicant for the pro

posed reconnaissance operations in respect of each of the
divisions being sought are adequate and the resources are at
least equivalent to the required minimum expenditures as
defined in regulation 4(2).

(2) Where the application does not comply with the requirements
of subregulation (1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to the
applicant within five days after the review, as set out in Form Three of
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the First Schedule, and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide the
information required within ten days from the date of the notice.

Rejection of applications for division of reconnaissance licence
41. (1) An application shall be rejected where an applicant

(a) submits the application later than ninety days before the
expiration of the licence;

(b) knowingly makes a statement which is false or misleading
in a material particular; or

(c) does not correct the errors, or provide the information
required under regulation 40(2) within ten days from the
date of notification.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection
and the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First
Schedule.

Consideration of application for division of reconnaissance licence
42. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall within

forty days after recording the application in the General Register, consider
the application and make the appropriate recomrnendati~mto the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for division of reconnaissance licence
43. Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall within

twenty-one days after the Minister has approved the recommendation
for the rejection of an application, on behalf of the Minister, give notice
to the applicant of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection, as set
out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Grant of division of reconnaissance licence
44. (1) The Commission shall, within_twenty-one days after the

Minister has approved the recommendation to grant the division of the
licence, on behalf of the Minister, give notice of the grant to the applicant,
stating the fees payable in respect of the grant, as set out in Form Fourteen
of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after the date of the
notice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.
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(3) The Minister shall grant new licences to the applicant within
fifteen days after the date of payment of the applicable fees.

(4) The grant of the licences shall be effected by an agreement in
triplicate signed between the Minister and the applicant.

Modification of cadastral map after rejection
45. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Mineral Title Departyment

of the Commission shall delete the provisional polygons from the cadastral
map and enter the details of the rejection in the General Register, and the
original polygon shall be maintained.

(2) The applicant is not entitled to a refund of fees paid where an
application is rejected.

Content of divided reconnaissance licence
46. The licence shall state

(a) the registered name and addresses of the holder;
. (b) the date of the grant of the licence;

(c) the term of the licence, which shall not exceed the residual
term of the original licence;

(d) the minerals to be reconnoitred;
(e) the period of limitation for submission of an application

for renewal;
(f) the cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of

blocks;
(g) the ground rent payable;
(h) the obligations of the holder and reporting requirements;
(0 the rights of the holder and third parties;
(j) the annual mineral rights fees to be paid, which shall be at

the same rate as the original licence, and
(k) other terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

Record of grant of division and modification of cadastral map
47. The Commission shall on the grant of a licence, record the details

of the grant in- the General Register and amend the cadastral map by
replacing the provisional polygons with polygons corresponding to the
new licence and the polygons in the new licence shall be assigned with
new codes.
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Stamping and registration of divided reconnaissance licence
48. The holder of a divided reconnaissance licence shall within twenty

one days of the grant of the licence and before the commencement of
any activity in the field

(a) stamp and register the licence in accordance with the relevant
enactments in .force; and

(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered
licencetogetherwithninecopiesofthatlicenceto theCommission.

Distribution of licence
49. The Commission shall, within seven days after receipt of the li

cence, forward copies of the licences to the persons and institutions listed
in regulation 19.

Merger of reconnaissance licences

Application for merger of reconnaissance licences
50. (1) A holder of reconnaissance licences which cover contiguous

blocks may, for efficient and economic management of the hoJder's
operations, apply to the Commission as set out in Form Fifteen of the
First Schedule for a merger of all or part of the reconnaissance licences,
if the entire merged area does not exceed five thousand blocks.

(2) The application for merger shall be made not less than one
hundred and fifty days before the expiration of the licences to be merged.

(3) The application shall
(a) include certified copies of the reconnaissance licences to be

merged;
(b) specify the number of blocks and the cadastral co-ordinates

delineating the area proposed to be merged;
(c) state the particulars of the qualifications and experience of

the manager and other members of the technical teams in
respect of work to be carried out on the area proposed to be
merged;

(d) contain detailed information on the work programme in
respect of the proposed merged area, describing the type
and scope of the work to be conducted, including the minerals
to be reconnoitred and the expenditure on reconnaissance;

(e) provide the particulars of the financial resources available
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to the applicant for the proposed reconnaissance operations
in respect of the proposed merged area; and

(f) provide evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of application for merger of reconnaissance licences
51. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall where

the applicant has provided all the information required under regulation
50, record in the Gederal Register, the details of the application, including
the date, hour and minute the application was submitted.

(2) An applicatioQ shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless all the information "required under regulation 50 is provided by the
applicant. J

(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall record
the applicationin the General Registerand transferthe information submitted
by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set out in Form Two
of the First Schedule. .

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles.

(5) ..•The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record the application in the General Register, and plot the area corre
sponding to the proposed merger as a provisional polygon on the cadastral
map.

(6) The original polygons corresponding to the reconnaissance
licences which have not been merged are valid until the application for
the merger is granted.

Review of application for merger of reconnaissance licences
52. (1) The Commission shall within five days of recording an

application in the General Register, review the application to ensure that
(a) the reconnaissance licences which are the subject matter of

the application are valid;
(b) the geometry and dimensions of the provisional polygon '"

and the cadastral coordinates delineating the area proposed
to be merged are consistent with the geographic and geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations;
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(c) the qualifications and experience of the manager and other
members of the technical team are adequate for the proposed
reconnaissance· activities;

(d) the work programme in respect of the work to be carried
out on the area proposed to be merged complies with the
guidelines set by the Commission;

(e) the applicable fees have been paid; and
(f) the financial resources available to the applicant for the

reconnaissance operations in respect of the area proposed
to be merged are adequate and the financial resources are at
least equivalent to the required minimum expenditure as
defined in regulation 4(2).

(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions in
subregulation (1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to the
applicant within five days after the review, as set out in Form Three of
the First Schedule , and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide
the information required within ten days from the date of the notice.

Rejection of application for merger of reconnaissance licences
53. (1) An application shall be rejected where the applicant

(a) submits the application later than one hundred and fifty
days before the expiration of the licence;

(b) knowingly makes a statement which is false or misleading
in a material particular; or

(c) does not correct the errors or provide the information
required under regulation 52(2) within ten days from the
date of notification.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for merger of reconnaissance licences
54. The Commission shall within forty days after recording the

application in the General Register, consider the application and make
the appropriate recommendation to the Minister.
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Notice of rejection of application for merger of reconnaissance licences
55. The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister

has approved the recommendation to reject an application, on behalf of
the Minister, notifY the applicant of the rejection and the reasons, as set
out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of grant of merger of reconnaissance licences
56. (1) The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister

has approved a recommendation to grant the merger of the licences, on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the grant and the
fees payable in respect of the grant, as set out in Form Sixteen of the
First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after notice has been
given under subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall, within fifteen days after the payment of
the applicable fees, issue a new licence in respect of the merged area to
the applicant.

(4) The grant of the licence shall be by an agreement in triplicate
between the Minister and the applicant and the agreement shall be signed
by both parties

Record of rejection and modification of cadastral map after rejection
of application for merger

57. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Mineral Titles Depart
ment of the Commission shall delete the provisional polygon from the
cadastral map and enter the details of the rejection in the General Regis
ter, and the original polygons shall be maintained.

(2) Where an application is rejected under these Regulations the
applicant is not entitled to a refund of any fees paid.

Terms and conditions of merged reconnaissance licence
58. The licence issued by the Minister shall state

(a) t~e registered name and addresses of the holder;
(b) the date the licence was issued;
(c) the term of the licence, which shall not exceed the longer of

the residual term of the individual merged licences;
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(d) the minerals to be reconnoitred;
(e) the period of limitation for submission of an application

for renewal;
(f) the cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of

blocks;
(g) the ground rent payable;
(h) the obligations of the holder and reporting requirements;

(i) the rights of the holder and third parties;
(j) the annual mineral rights fees to be paid which shall be at

the same rate as the oldest of the individual merged licences;
and

(k) other terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

Record of licences in General Register and modification of cadastral
map after grant of merger

59. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on the
grant of a licence, record the details of the grant of the merger in the
General Register and amend the cadastral map by replacing the provi
sional polygon with a polygon corresponding to the new licence and the
polygon corresponding to the new licence shall be assigned with a new
code·.

Stamping and registration of merged reconnaissance licence
60. The holder shall within twenty-one days after the grant of a

licence in relation to the merger and before commencement of any activity
in the field

(a) stamp and register the licence in accordance with the relevant
enactments in force; and

(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered
licence together with nine copies of that licence to the Com
mISSIOn.

Distribution of licence
61. The Commission shall within seven days after receipt of the duly

stamped and registered licence, forward the copies of that licence to the
persons and institutions listed in regulation 19.
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Transfer or assignment of reconnaissance licence

Application for transfer or assignment of reconnaissance licence
62. (1) A holder of a reconnaissance licence or a restrictedreconnaissance

licence may not later than sixty days before the expiration of the licence,
apply to the Commissionas set out in Form Seventeen of the First Schedule,
to transfer or assign the licence.

(2) A transaction which purports to transfer or assign a licence
and which does not comply with these Regulations is void.

(3) The application shall include
(a) certified copies of the reconnaissance licence to be transferred

or assigned;
(b) certified copies of documents of incorporation of the trans

feree or assignee;
(c) copies of reports on reconnaissance work done to be passed

on to the transferee or assignee;
(d) information on the qualifications and experience of the

manager and other members of the technical team of the
transferee or assignee;

(e) a deed of transfer or assignment including a provision that
the transferee or assignee shall take over the rights and obli
gations of the holder under the licence;

(f) a certified revised work programme of the transferee or
assignee, if applicable;

(g) evidence of payment of applicable fees;
(h) evidence of financial resources available to the transferee or

aSSIgnee;
(i} certified annual reports of the transferee or assignee including

audited financial statements;
(j) in the case of an application for transfer or assignment of a

restricted reconnaissance licence, proof that the transferee
or assignee is a citizen or where the transferee or assignee is
not a citizen, the proposed investment is at least ten million
United States dollars;

(k) in the case of a transfer or assignment of an undivided
proportionate part of a licence, the polygon that defines the
number of blocks to be transferred or assigned; and
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(l) any transaction between the holder and the transferee or
assignee in respect of the licence.

(4) Where it is required by the Commission, the applicant shall
submit particulars of the transferee's or assignee's principals or share
holders in respect of subregulations (3)(b) and (3)(i).

Record of transfer or assignment of reconnaissance licence
63. (1) Where the applicant provides all the information required under

regulation 62, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record in the General Register, the details of the application, including
the date, hour and minute the application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless all the information required under regulation 62 is provided by the
applicant.

(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on
recording the application in the General Register, transfer the informa
tion contained in the General Register onto an Application Certificate,
as set out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles, and
issued to the applicant.

(5) Where an undivided proportionate part of a licence is trans
ferred or assigned, the Commission shall plot the area corresponding to
the transfer or assignment as a provisional polygon on the cadastral map,
and the original polygon corresponding to the licence is valid until the
application for transfer or assignment is granted.

Review of application for transfer or assignment of reconnai.ssance
licence

64. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall,
within five days after recording an application in the General Register,
review the application to ensure that

(a) the documentation required is complete, or the submitted
documents are valid;



43 L.t. 2176

MINERALS AND MINING (LICENSING) REGULATIONS, 2012

(b) the transferee or assignee is a body incorporated under the
Companies Code 1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporated Private
Partnership Act, 1962 (Act 152) or registered under any other
enactment in force;

(c) the application was made at least sixty days before the expiration
of the licence; .

(d) in the case of an application in respect of a restricted recon
naissance liceI).ce, the transferee or assignee is a citizen, or
where the transferee or assignee is a non-citizen the proposed
investment is at least ten million United States dollars;

(e) in the case of a transfer or assignment of an undivided
proportionate part of the licence, the number of blocks is
defined by the polygon to be assigned; and

(f) if a revised work programme is submitted, the expenditure
proposed in the revised work programme is in accordance
with the minimum costs specified in regulation 4(2);

(2) Where an application does not comply with the provisions in
subregulation (1) other than paragraph (c), the Commission shall notify
accordingly the applicant within five days after the review as set out in
Form Three of the First Schedule, and the applicant shall correct the
errors or provide the information required within ten days from the date
of notification.

Rejection of application for transfer or assignment of reconnaissance
licence

65. (1) An application shall be rejected, where an application
(a) is submitted later than sixty days before the expiration of a

licence,
(b) the application contains a statement which the applicant

knows to be false, or misleading in any material particular,
or

(c) the applicant does not correct the errors, or provide the in
formation required under regulation 64(2) within ten days .
from the date of notification.
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(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Sched
ule.

Consideration of application for transfer or assignment of
reconnaissance licence .

66. Subject to the period stated in regulation 64(2), the Commission
shall within twenty-one days of recording an application in the General
Register consider the application and make the appropriate recommen-
dation to the Minister. •

Notice of rejection of application for transfer or assignment of
reconnaissance licence

67. The Commission shall, within five days after the Minister has
approved the recommendation for the rejection of an application, on
behalf of the Minister, notify the applicant of the rejection, and the reasons
the rejection, as set out in·Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Approval of transfer or assignment of reconnaissance licence
68. (1) The Commission shall within five days after the Minister has

approved the recommendation for the transfer or assignment of a
licence, give notice to the applicant of the approval, and the fees payable
in respect of the approval, as set out in Form Eighteen of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within ten days after the date of the no
tice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The transfer or assignment shall subject to subregulation (4)
take effect within fifteen days after the date of payment of the applicable
fu~. .

(4) The approval shall be effected by the issue of a letter signed by
the Minister and addressed to the applicant and the transferee or
assIgnee.

Record and modification of cadastral map after rejection of transfer
or assignment of reconnaissance licence

69. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall enter
the details of the rejected application in the General Register, and where
applicable delete the provisional polygon from the cadastral map.
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(2) The applicant shall not be entitled to a refund offees paid where
an application is rejected.

Record of approval of transfer or assignment of reconnaissance licence
70. Where a transfer or assignment is approved, the Mineral Titles

Department of the Commission shall record the details of the approval,
including the particulars of the transferee or assignee, in the General
Register and if applicable, shall replace the provisional polygon on the
cadastral map with a polygon corresponding to the area transferred or
assigned and assign appropriate codes.

Stamping and registration of deed
71. The transferee or assignee shall within twenty-one days of the grant

of the approval
(a) stamp and register the deed of transfer or assignment in

accordance with the relevant enactments in force; and
(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered

deed to the Commissi"on.

Distribution of notice of transfer or assignment
72. The approval granted by the Minister shall be copied to the persons

and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Mortgage of reconnaissance licence

Application for approval to mortgage reconnaissance licence ,
73. (1) A holder ofa reconnaissance licence or a restricted reconnais

sance licence may not later than sixty days before the expiration of the
licence, apply to the Commission as set out in Form Nineteen of the
First Schedule for approval to mortgage the licence.

(2) A transaction which purports to mortgage a licence and which
does not comply with these Regulations is void.

(3) The application shall include
(a) a certified copy of the licence to be mortgaged;
(b) a certified copy of the instruments of incorporation of the

mortgagee;
(c) annual reports of the mortgagee for the past two years, if

applicable;
(d) the mortgage deed, or any.loan, debenture, and other

financing documents;
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(e) evidence of payment of applicable fees;
(j) in the case of a mortgage of an undivided proportionate

part of the licence, the polygon that defines the number of
blocks to be mortgaged; and

(g) any other transaction between the holder and the mortgagee
in respect of the licence.

(4) Where it is required by the Mineral Titles Department of the
Commission, the applicant shall submit particulars of the mortgagee's
principals or shareholders in respect of subregulations (3)(b) and ( 3)(c).

Record of approval to mortgage reconnaissance licence
74. (1) Where the applicant provides the information required under

regulation 73, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record in the General Register, the details of the application, including
the date, hour and minute the application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless all the information required under regulation 73 is provided by the
applicant.

(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall record
the application in the General Register, and transfer the information
submitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set out in
Form Two of the First Schedule

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles, and
issued to the applicant.

(5) In the case of a mortgage of an undivided proportionate part
of a licence, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall plot
the area corresponding to the mortgage as a provisional polygon on the
cadastral map, and the original polygon corresponding to the licence
remains valid until the application for mortgage is granted.

Review of application for approval to mortgage reconnaissance licence
75. (1) The Commission shall within five days after recording an

application in the General Register, review the application to ensure that
(a) the documentation required is complete and the documents

submitted are valid;
(b) the applicationwas made at leastsixtydaysbefore the expiration

of the licence;
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(c) the mortgagee is a body incorporated under the Companies
Act, 1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporated Private Partner-

".' ship Act, 1962 (Act 152) or registered under any other en-
actment in force;

(d) in the case of a mortgage of an undivided proportionate
part of the licence, the number of blocks is defined by the
polygon to be mortgaged; and

(e) if a revised work programme is submitted, the expenditure
proposed in the revised work programme is in accordance
with the minimum costs specified in regulation 4(2);

(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (1) other than paragraph (c), the Commission shall
accordingly notify the applicant within five days after the review, as set
out in Form Three of the First Schedule, and the applicant shall correct
the errors or provide the information required within ten days from the
date of notification.

Rejection of application for approval to mortgage reconnaissance
licence

76. (1) An application for approval to mortgage a reconnaissance
licence shall be rejected where the application

(a) is submitted later than sixty days before the expiration of
the licence;

(b) contains a statement which the applicant knows or ought
to know to be false or misleading in any material particular;
or

(c) the applicant does not correct the errors or provide the
information required under regulation 73 within ten days
from the date of the notice.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for approval to mortgage reconnaissance
licence

77. Subject to the period stated in regulation 75(2), the Commission
shall within twenty-one days of recording an application in the General
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Register consider the application and make the appropriate recommen
dation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for approval to mortgage
reconnaissance licence

78. The Commission shall within five days after the Minister has
approved the recommendation for the rejection of an application, on
behalf of the Minister, notify the applicant of the rejection and the reasons
for the rejection, as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of approval of application to mortgage reconnaissance licence
79. (I) The Commission shall within five days after the Minister has

approved a recommendation for the mortgage of a licence, give notice
to the applicant of the approval and the fees payable in respect of the
approval, as set out in Form Twenty of the First Schedule.

(2) The ~pplicant shall within ten days after the date of the
notice in subregulation (I), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister's approval of the mortgage shall take effect within
fifteen days after payment of the applicable fees.

(4) The approval shall be effected by the issue of a letter signed by
the Minister and addressed to the applicant and the mortgagee.

Record of rejection of application for approval to mortgage
reconnaissance licence

80. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Mineral Titles Depart
ment of the Commission shall enter the details of the rejection in the
General Register, and where applicable delete the provisional polygon
from the cadastral map.

(2) Where an application for approval of a mortgage of recon
naissance licence is rejected, the applicant is not entitled to a refund of
any fees paid.

Record of approval to mortgage reconnaissance licence
~l. Where a mortgage is approved, the Mineral Titles Department

of the Commission shall record the details of the approval in the General
Register, including the particulars of the mortgagee.
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Stamping and registration of mortgage of reconnaissance licence
82. The holder of a licence shall within twenty-one days after the grant

of the licence
(a) stamp and register the mortgage deed in accordance with

If' the relevant enactments in force; and
(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered

deed to the Commission.

Notice of redemption of mortgage of reconnaissance licence
83. (1) Where a mortgage is redeemed, the holder and the mortgagee

shall give notice to the Commission by submitting proof of the redemption, .
and the Commission shall record the details of the redemption in the
General Register, and where applicable, amend the cadastral map
accordingly.

(2) The notice shall include a statement signed by the mortgagee
that the holder or mortgagor has fulfilled its obligations under the mort
gage and is discharged from the mortgage.

(3) On receipt of the notification, the Commission shall record
the details of the redemption in the General Register.

Notice of intention to take over reconnaissance licence under
~ortgage

84. (1) Where a holder fails to redeem the mortgage within the stipu
lated period, and the mortgagee intends to take over the licence, the mort
gagee shall give notice to the Minerals Commission, and the notice shall
be treated as an application for transfer or assignment under these Regu
lations.

(2) A notice submitted under this regulation shall be considered
by the Commission even where it is submitted later than sixty days be
fore the expiration of the licence.

. Suspension or termination of reconnaissance licence

Suspension or termination of reconnaissance licence
85. (1) The Minister may, on the recommendation of the Commis

sion, suspend or terminate a reconnaissance licence at any time during
the term of the licence if
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(a) the holder fails to pay the fees specified in the Schedule to
these regulations on the due date;

(b) the holder's actual expenditure on reconnaissance is not in
accordance with the proposed expenditure in the work
programme and the minimum expenditure specified in regu-~
lation 4(2);

(c) the holder is insolvent or bankrupt, enters into an agreement
or scheme of composition with the holder's creditors, or
takes advantage of an enactment for the benefit of debtors
or goes into liquidation, except as part of a scheme for an
arrangement or amalgamation;

(d) the holder makes a statement or gives information in con
nection with the mineral right which the holder knows or
ought to have known to be materially false;

(e) the holder fails to conduct reconnaissance operations according
to the approved work programme;

(f) the holder fails to submit reports on the reconnaissance
operations for more than ninety days; or

(g) the holder becomes ineligible to apply for a mineral right
under these Regulations.

(2) Before a licence is suspended or terminated under this~
regulation, the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice.
to the holder in writing as set out in Form Twenty-One of the First
Schedule, stating the breach which provides the grounds for the
suspension or termination, and the holder shall remedy the breach
within sixty days.

(3) Where the holder cannot remedy the breach or show cause to
the reasonable satisfaction of the Minister why the licence should not be
suspended or terminated, the Minister shall suspend or terminate the licence.

(4) Within thirty days after receipt of a response from the holder
under-subregulation (2), the Commission shall consider the response and
make the appropriate recommendation on the suspension or termina
tion of the licence to the Minister.

(5) The Commission shall recommend the suspension or termi
nation of the licence where
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(a) the response provided by the holder under subregulation (2)
is considered invalid; or

(b) the holder fails to remedy the breach to the satisfaction of
the Commission; or

(c) the holder fails to respond to the notice within sixty days.

Requirements on suspension of reconnaissance licence
86. Where a reconnaissance licence is suspended,

(a) the Commission shall on behalf of the Minister give notice
to the holder of the licence of the period of suspension of
the licence and the reasons for the suspension, as set out in
Form Twenty-Two of the First Schedule;

(b) the Minister shall terminate the licence within the stipulated
period, unless the holder remedies the breach and pays the
applicable fees to the Commission; and

(c) the Commission. shall record the details of the suspension
in the General Register and update the cadastral map.

Requirements on termination of reconnaissance licence
87. (1) Where a reconnaissance licence is terminated,

(a) the rights of the holder shall cease but without prejudice to
the liabilities or obligations incurred by the holder or the
holder's representative in relation to the licence before the
date of termination;

(b) the Commission shall record the details of the termination
in the General Register and delete the polygon corresponding
to the licence from the cadastral map; and

(c) the former holder shall be required by notice as set out in
Form Twenty-Three of the First Schedule, to deliver in hard
copy and in electronic form to the Commission within
twenty-one days,

(i) the records and samples which the holder is required
to maintain under the Act or these Regulations;

(ii) plans and maps of the area subject to the licence
prepared by the holder or on the holder's instruc
tions; and
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(iii) any other documents relating to the licence.
(2) A person who fails to deliver a document or sample under

subregulation(1)(c), within thirty days from the date of being given
notice by the Commission is liable to pay to the Commission a penalty
of not more than ten thousand United States dollars in the first instance
and a further penalty of one thousand United States dollars for each day
that the document or sample remains undelivered.

Expiration of the term of a reconnaissance licence

Requirements on expiration of reconnaissance licence
88. On the expiration of the term of a reconnaissance licence,

(a) the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give no
tice to the holder of the expiration, as set out in Form
Twenty-Four of the First Schedule;

(b) the rights of the holder shall cease but without prejudice to
the liabilities or obligations incurred by the holder or the
holder's representative in relation to the licence prior to the
date of the expifation;

(c) the former holder shall deliver, both in hard copy and in
electronic format, to the Commission within twenty-one
days,

(i) the records and samples which the holder is obliged
to maintain under the Act or these Regulations;

(ii) plans and maps of the area which is subject matter
of the licence prepared by the holder or on the
holder's instructions;

(iii) any other documents relating to the licence; and
(d) the Commission shall record the details of the expiration

in the General Register and delete the polygon corresponding
to the licence from the cadastral map.

Granting of prospecting licences and restricted prospecting licences

Application for prospecting licence
89. (1) An application for a prospecting licence or a restricted pros

pecting licence shall be made in person by the applicant or a representative
of the applicant to the Commission as set out in Form Twenty-Five of
the First Schedule and shall include,
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(a) particulars of the applicant and the applicant's representative
if any, comprising the

(i) registered name;
(ii) registered physical and postal addresses;
(iii) official telephone and facsimile numbers; and
(iv) official email address;

(b) certified copies of documents of incorporation including a
certified copy of the company's Regulations and details of
shareholding and Directors which shows that the applicant
is a body incorporated under the Companies Act, 1963
(Act 179) or the Incorporated Private Partnership Act, 1962
(Act 152) or registered under any other enactment in force;

(c) the number of blocks and the cadastral co-ordinates delin
eating the area being applied for;

(d) the mineral to be prospected for;
(e) particulars of the qualifications and experience of the man

ager and other members of the technical team in charge of
the prospecting operations;

(f) the work programme describing the type and scope of the
.work to be conducted, including the expenditure on pros
·pecting;

(g) particulars of the financial resources available to the applicant
for the proposed prospecting operations;

(h) evidence of payment of the applicable fees; and
(i) in the case of a conversion from a reconnaissance licence, a

certified copy of the licence.
(2) An applicant shall, before submitting an application, conduct

a search in the cadastral map and cadastre registers to determine the avail
ability of the area.
Record of application for prospecting licence

90. (1) An application shall not be recorded in the Priority Register
unless the applicant provides

(a) evidence of payment of the applicable fees;
(b) particulars of the applicant and the applicant's representative;
(c) information on the number of blocks and the cadastral

co-ordinates delineating the area being applied for;
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(d) information on the mineral to be prospected for; and
(e) the information required in regulation 89.

(2) Where an applicant provides all the information required in
subregulation (1) and regulation 89, the Mineral Titles Department of
the Commission shall assign a unique code to the application, and record ~
in the Priority Register the details of the application, including the date,
hour and minute the application was submitted.

(3) After an application is recorded in the Priority Register, the
Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall transfer the infor
mation submitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set
out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(5) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the .Commission responsible for Mineral Titles, and
issued to the applicant.

(6) After recording the application in the Priority Register, the
Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall plot the area
applied for as a provisional polygon on the cadastral map, and the appli
cation shall be considered as a pending application until a final decision
is made to grant or reject the application.

(7) Subsequent applications relating to part of or the entire provisionaY'
polygon shall be recorded in the Priority Register chronologically, and
shall be regarded as partially or fully overlapping respectively until they
are considered after the preceding application has been rejected.

Review of application for prospecting licence
91. (1) Within five days after recording an application in the Priority

Register, the Commission shall review the application to ensure that
(a) the area applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordinates

supplied are consistent with the geographic and geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(b) the documentation required is complete and valid;
(c) the applicant is a body incorporated under the Companies

Act,1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporated Private Partnership
Act, 1962 (Act 152) or registered under any other enactment
in force;
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(d) the area applied for does not conflict with other mineral
rights, pending applications, reserved areas, restricted ar
eas, protected areas or designated areas;

(e) the area applied for does not exceed seven hundred and fifty
cadastral units or one hundred and fifty-seven and a half
square kilometres;

\ (f) the expenditure proposed in the work programme is in
accordance with the minimum expenditure specified in
Regulation 4(2);

(g) the area applied for idoes not fall within part of or all of the
area over which the applicant's previous application has been
revoked in accordance with regulation 98, unless one hun
dred and eighty days have passed since the revocation;

(h) the applicant is not applying for an area that has been relin
quished by the applicant, unless one hundred and eighty days
have passed since the relinquishment; and

(i) in the case of an. application for a restricted prospecting
licence, the applicant is a citizen, or where the applicant is a
not a citizen the proposed investment is at least ten million
United States dollars.

(2) Where an application does not comply with the provisions in
subregulation (1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to the
applicant within five-days after the review, as set out in Form Three of

......,the First Schedule, and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide
the information required within ten days from the date of notice.

Rejection of application for prospecting licence .
92. (1) An application for a prospecting licence shall be rejected, where

the applicant
(a) makes a statement which the applicant knows or ought to

know is false or misleading in any material particular; or
(b) does not correct the errors or provide the information

required under regulation 91(2) within ten days from the
date of notice.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection, stating
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.
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Application for prospecting licence conflicting with existing mineral
rights

93. (1) In accordance with section 15(5) of the Act, where an appli
cation for a prospecting licence conflicts with an existing mineral right
for a different mineral in the same area, the Commission shall give
notice to the existing holder within fifteen days of the application as set
out in Form Five of the First Schedule, and the holder shall be given the
first option to add the mineral to the existing mineral right.

(2) A notice under subregulation (1) shall contain particulars of
the mineral and the area applied for, and shall require the holder to exercise
the option by giving notice to the Commission in writing of the option
within fifteen days of the notice.

(3) Where the existing mineral right holder exercises the option
to add the new mineral within the prescribed time, the application shall
be rejected without refund of the fees paid by the applicant.

(4) Where the existing mineral right holder chooses not to exercise
the option or does not ex(!rcise the option within the stipulated time, the
new application shall be accepted and processed in accordance with these
Regulations.

Notice of pending application for prospecting licence
94. (1) Where an application complies with regulation 91, the

Commission shall within fifteen days after recording the application in
the Priority Register, publish a notice of the pending application as set

. out in Form Six of the First Schedule, in the Gazette and,
(a) give a copy of the notice to the relevant chief, traditional

authority or land owner and the relevant District Assembly;
(b) publish the notice in a newspaper circulating in the area

concerned or in a manner customarily acceptable to the area
that is the subject of the application;

(c) post the notice on the notice board of the relevant office of
the Commission;

(d) post a copy of the notice on the land subjectto the application;
and

(e) give a copy of the notice to the Office of the Administrator
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of Stool Lands, the Lands Commission office in the area,
and any other person designated by the Commission.

(2) .The notice given under subregulation (1) shall include a map
showing the proposed boundaries of the land which is the subject matter
of the application.

(3) An owner or lawful occupier of land who may be affected by
the grant of the prospecting licence shall submit a written statement of
their interests to the Commission through the District Assembly within
twenty-one days from the date of publication of the notice in the
Gazette.

Consideration of application for prospecting licence
95. Within thirty days after the publication period lapses, the Com

mission shall consider the application, including any concerns submit
ted by aff~cted persons and make the appropriate recommendation to
the Minister. .

Notice of rejection of application for prospecting licence .
96. Within twenty one days after the Minister has approved the

recommendation to reject an application for a prospecting licence, the
Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant
of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection} as set out in Form
Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of grant of prospecting licence
97. (1) Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved the

recommendation to grant the licence to the applicant, the Commission
shall, on behalf of the Minister, give notice to the applicant of the grant of
the prospecting licence, stating the fees payable in respect of the grant, as
set out in Form Twenty-Six of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within sixty days after the date of the notice
in subre~lation (1), pay the applicable fees and give ~otice to tbe Minister
and the Commission in writing of acceptance of the grant.

(3) The Minister shall issue the licence to the applicant within
thirty days after the date of acceptance on payment of applicable fees.
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(4) The grant of the licence shall be effected by an agreement in
triplicate signed between the Minister and the applicant.

Revocation of grant of prospecting licence
98. (1) A grant shall be revoked if the applicant fails to give notice to

the Minister and the Commission of acceptance.

(2) Where a grant is revoked, the corresponding provisional polygon
shall be deleted from the cadastral map and the details of the revocation
of the grant shall be recorded in the General Register.

Record of rejection of application for prospecting licence and amend
ment of cadastral map

99. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Mineral Titles Depart
ment of the Commission shall delete the provisional polygon relating to
the application from the cadastral map and enter the details of the rejec
tion in the General Register, al1d the area shall be considered vacant for
new applications.

(2) An applicant is not entitled to a refund of any fees paid
where an application is rejected.

Terms and conditions of prospecting licence
100. A licence issued by the Minister shall include

(a) the registered name and addresses of the holder;
(b) the date of issue of the licence;
(c) the term of the licence, which shall not exceed three years;
(d) the minerals to be prospected for;
(e) the period of limitation for submission of an application

for renewal;
(f) the cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of

blocks;
(g) the annual mineral right fee and the ground rent payable;
(h) the obligations ofthe holder in relation to reporting require

ments;
(i) the rights of the holder and third parties; and
(j) other terms and conditions as the Minister may determine.
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Record of grant of prospecting licence and modification of cadastral
map

101. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on the
grant of a licence, record the details of the grant in the General Register
and replace the provisional polygon with a polygon corresponding to the
grant on the cadastral map.

Stamping and registration of prospecting licence
102. The holder of a prospecting licence shall within twenty-one days

after the grant of a licence and before the commencement of activity in
the field,

(a) stamp and register the licences in accordance with the
relevant enactments in force; and

(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered
licence together with nine copies of that licence to the
Commission.

Distribution of prospecting licence
103. Within seven days after receipt of the duly stamped and registered

licences, the Commission shall distribute copies of the licence in accor
dance with regulation 19.

Extension or renewal of the term of prospecting licences

Application for extension of term of prospecting licence
104. (1) A holder of a prospecting licence may not later than ninety

days before the expiration of the initial term of the licence, apply to the
Commission as set out in Form Twenty-Seven of the First Schedule for
extension of the term of the licence in respect of all or part of the area
which is the subject matter of the licence.

(2) The applicant shall, before the application for extension of
the licence and except where the licence consists of not more than one
hundred and twenty-five blocks, surrender at least half the number of
blocks subject to the prospecting licence.

(3) The application shall include
(a) a certified copy of the prospecting licence;
(b) the cadastral co-ordinates delineating the area subject to the
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application for extension in the case of a reduction in the
perimeter of the original polygon;

(c) evidence in the form of certified audited accounts indicat
ing that the expenditure incurred wholly and exclusively for
the prospecting operations is in accordance with the mini
mum expenditure specified in regulation 4(2);

(d) particulars of the qualifications and experience of the manager
and other members of the technical team in charge of the
prospecting operations, in case of a change in the team;

(e) a terminal report indicating the details of work carried out
during the initial term of the licence;

(f) a new or revised work programme describing the type and
scopeofwolk tobe conducted,and theexpenditureonprospecting;
and

(g) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of application for extension of prospecting licence
105. (1) Where an applicant provides all the information required in

regulation 104(3), the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record the details of the application in the General Register, including
the date, hour and minute the application was submitted.

(2) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record the application in the General Register and transfer the informa
tion submitted by the applicant unto an Application Certificate, as set
out in Form Two of the First Schedule, which shall be signed by the ap
plicant and the Director of the CommissiQn responsible for Mineral
Titles, and issued to the applicant.

(3) Where the holder applies for an extension in respect of a
reduction in the original polygon, the Mineral Titles Department of the
Commission shall plot a provisional polygon corresponding to the re
duced area 'on the cadastral map, and the application shall be considered
as a pending application until a final decision is made to grant or reject
the application
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Review of application for extension of prospecting licence
106. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall

within five days after recording an application in the General Register
review the appliC4tion to ensure that

(a) the area applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordi
nates supplied are consistent with the geographic and geo
metric rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(b) the application was submitted at least ninety days before the
expiration of the licence;

(c) the expenditure proposed in the work programme is in
accordance with the minimum expenditure specified in
regulation 4(2);

(d) the documentation required is complete and valid;
(e) the area applied for does not exceed half of the existingnumber

of blocks except where the number of blocks is not more
than one hundred and twenty five;

(f) the applicant has complied with the activities and expenditure
in the work programme approved under the current licence;
and

(g) the applicable fees have been duly paid by the applicant.
(2) Where an application does not comply with the provisions in

subregulation (1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to the
applicant within five days after the review, as set out in Form Three of
the First Schedule and· the applicant shall correct the errors or provide
the information required within ten days from the date of notification.

Rejection of application for extension of prospecting licence
107. (1) An application for extension of prospecting licence shall be

rejected where the application
(a) is submitted later ninety days before the expiration of the

licence;
(b) contains a statement which the applicant knows or ought to

. know to be false or misleading in any material particular; or
(c) the applicant does not correct the errors or provide the

information required under regulation 106(2)within ten days
from the date of the notice.
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(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister, give notice to the applicant of the rejection, stating
the reasons for the rejection as set out in Form Four of the First
Schedule.

Consideration of application for extension of prospecting licence
108. The Commission shall within forty days after recording an

application for extension in the General Register, consider the application
and make the appropriate recommendation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for extension of prospecting licence
109. Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved a recom

mendation to reject an application for extension of a prospecting licence,
the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the appli
cant of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection as set out in Form
Seven of the First Schedule ..
Notice of grant of application for extension of prospecting licence

110. (1) Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved
a recommendation to grant an extension of a prospecting licence to the
applicant, the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice
to the applicant of the grant, stating the fees payable in respect of the
grant, as set out in Form Twenty-Eight of the First Schedule. ~

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after the date of the
notice in subregulation (1), pay tJ:1eapplicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall issue the extension to the applicant within
fifteen days of the date of payment of the applicable fees.

(4) The grant of the extension shall be by a letter signed by the
Minister and addressed to the applicant.

(5) The extension shall be for a term not exceeding three years,
subject to the terms and conditions of the original licence and to other
terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

(6) The letter issued by the Minister shall form part of the terms
of the original licence, and where a provision of the licence conflicts
with a provision of the letter, the provisions of the letter shall prevail.
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Record of grant of extension of prospecting licence and amendment
of cadastral map

111. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record the details of the grant in the General Register and on the grant of
extension of the licence if applicable, replace the provisional polygon
with a polygon corresponding to the extension on the cadastral map.

(2) On the grant of extension of a prospecting licence in respect
of a reduced area, the relinquished area shall be considered vacant for a
new application.

Distribution of the notice of extension of prospecting licence
112. The extension granted by the Minister shall be copied to the persons

and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Amendment of a prospecting licence to add or to exclude minerals

Notice of discovery of new mineral in respect of prospecting licence
113. (1) Where in the course of operations, a holder of a prospecting

licence or a restricted prospecting licence discovers a mineral not included
in the mineral right, the holder shall within thirty days of the discovery
give notice to the Commission and the Geological Survey Department
of the discovery.

(2) A notice given under subregulation (1) shall contain
(a) particulars of the discovery; and
(b) a geological description of the site and circumstances of the

discovery including maps and laboratory assay results.

Application for amendment of prospecting licence to include or
exclude mineral

114. (1) The holder of a prospecting licence or a restricted prospect
ing licence may, at anytime during the term of the licence, apply to the
Commission as set out in Form Twenty-Nine of the First Schedule for
an amendment of the licence to include an additional mineral or to
exclude a mineral already subject to the licence.

(2) Where a holder of a restricted prospecting licence discovers
a mineral other than an industrial mineral not already subject to the
licence, the holder shall apply for the grant of a reconnaissance or pros
pecting licence under these Regulations to search or prospect for the mineral.
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(3) Where a holder of a prospecting licence discovers an indus
trial mineral that is not the subject of the licence, the holder shall apply
for the grant of a restricted reconnaissance licence, a restricted prospect
ing licence or a restricted mining lease to explore or exploit the mineral
under these Regulations.

(4) The application shall include the
(a) particulars of the mineral to be included or excluded;
(b) proposed amendments to the work programme; and
(c) evidence of payment of applicable fees.

(5) Where an applicant provides the information required
in regulation 114(4), the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission
shall record in the General Register the details of the application, includ
ing the date, hour and minute the application was submitted.

(6) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
on recording the application in the General Register, transfer the infor
mation in that Register onto an Application Certificate, as set out in
Form Two of the First Schedule.

0) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles, and
issued to the applicant ..

Review of application for amendment of prospecting licence to include
or exclude mineral

115. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
within five days after recording an application in the General Register,
review the application to ensure that the particulars required are com
plete and 'valid.

(2) Where an application does not comply with subregulation
(1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to the applicant within
five days after the review, as set out in Form Three of the First Schedule
and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide the information
required within ten days from the date of the notice.
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Rejection of application for amendment of prospecting licence to in
clude or exclude mineral

116. (1) Where an applicant makes a statement which the applicant
knows or ought to know is false or misleading in any material particular,
or does not correct the errors or provide the information required under
regulation 115(2) within ten days from the date of notification, the ap
plication shall be rejected.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection, and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for amendment of prospecting licence to
include or exclude mineral

117. The Commission shall within forty days after recording the
application in the 'General Register, consider the application and make
the appropriate recommendatiqn to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for amendment of prospecting
licence to include or exClude mineral

118. Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved the
recom~ndation to reject the application for amendment of prospect
ing licence to include or exclude a mineral, the Commission shall, on
behalf of the Minister, give notice to the applicant of the rejection and the
reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of grant for amendment of prospecting licence to include or
exclude mineral

119. (1) Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved
a recommendation for the grant of an amendment, the Commission shall,
on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the grant and the
fees payable in respect of the grant, as set out in Form Thirty of the First
Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after the date of the
notice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall issue the amendment to the applicant within
fifteen days after payment of the applicable fees.
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(4) The grant of the amendment shall be effected by a letter signed
by the Minister and addressed to the applicant.

(5) The amendment shall take effect from the date of the
Minister's letter and is valid for the remainder of the term of the licence,
and subject to the terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

(6) The letter issued by the Minister shall· form part of the terms
of the original licence, and where a provision of the licence conflicts with
a provjsion of the letter, the provisions of the letter shall prevail.

Distribution of the notice of amendment of prospecting licence to in
clude or exclude mineral

120. The amendment granted by the Minister shall be copied to the
persons and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Record of amendment of prospecting licence to include or exclude
mineral

121. Where an amendment is granted, the Mineral Titles Department
of the Commission shall record the details of the amendment in the
General Register.

Division of a prospecting licence or a restricted prospecting licence

Application for division of prospecting licence
122. (1) The requirements and procedure for division of a prospecting

licence is, subject to the appropriate modifications, the same as provided
in regulations 38 to 49.

(2) The application for division of a prospecting licence shall be
as set out in FOlm Thirty-One of the First Schedule.

(3) The notice of the grant of division of a prospecting licence
shall be as set out in Form Thirty-Two of the First Schedule.

Merger of prospecting licences

Application for merger of prospecting licence
123. (1) A holder of prospecting licences which cover contiguous

blocks may, for efficient economic management of its operations, apply
to the Commission as set out in Form Thirty-Three of the First Schedule,
for a merger of all or part of its prospecting licences, where the merged
area does not exceed seven hundred and fifty blocks.
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(2) The application for merger shall be made at least one hun
dred and fifty days before the expiration of the licences.

(3) The application shall include
(a) certified copies of the prospecting licences to be merged;
(b) the number of blocks and the cadastral co--ordinates delin

eating the proposed merged area;
(c) particulars of the qualifications and experience of the

manager and other members of the technical team in
respect of work to be carried out on the proposed merged
area;

(d) work programme in respect of the proposed merged area,
describing the type and scope of the work to be conducted,
including the minerals to be prospected for and the expen
diture on prospecting;

(f) particulars of the financial resources available to the appli
cant for the proposed prospecting operations in respect of
the proposed merged area; and

(g) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of application for merger of prospecting licences
124. (1) Where the applicant provides all the information required

under regulation 123, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commis
sion shall on receipt of the application record it in the General Register
and record the details of the application, including the date, hour and
minute the application was submitted ..

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless all the information required under regulation 123 is provided by
the applicant.

(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
transfer the information submitted by the applicant onto an Application
Certificate, as set out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Department responsible for Mineral Titles and
issued to the applicant.
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(5) The Commission shall plot the area that corresponds to the
proposed merger as a provisional polygon on the cadastral map.

(6) The original polygons corresponding to the prospecting
licences yet to be merged are valid until the application for the merger is
grnnred. ~

Review of application for merger of prospecting licence
125. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall

within five days of recording an application in the General Register
review the application to ensure that

(a) the prospecting licences subject to the application are valid;
(b) the geometry and dimensions of the provisional polygon

and the cadastral coordinates delineating the proposed
merged area being sought are consistent with the geographic
and geometric rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(c) the qualifications and experience of the manager and other
members of the technical team are adequate for the proposed
prospecting activities;

(d) the work programme in respect of the work to be carried
out on the proposed merged area complies with the
guidelines set by the Commission;

(e) the applicable fees have been paid; and •
(f) the financialresourcesavailableto the applicantfor the prospect

ing operations in respect of the proposed merged area are
adequate and are at least equivalent to the required mini
mum expenditures as defined in regulation 4(2).

(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to
the applicant within five days after the review, as set out in Form Three
of the First Schedule and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide
the information required within ten days from the date of notice.

Rejection of application for merger of prospecting licence
126. (1) An application for merger of prospecting licence shall be

rejected where



69 L.I. 2176

MINERALS AND MINING (LICENSING) REGULATIONS, 2012

(a) an applicant submits the application later than one hundred
and fifty days before the expiration of the licences;

(b) makes a statement which the applicant knows or ought to
know is false or misleading in any material particular; or

(c) does not correct the errors or provide the information
required under regulation 125 within ten days from the date
of notice.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for merger of prospecting licence
127. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall within

forty days after recording the application for a merger of prospecting
licence in the General Register, consider the application and make the
appropriate recommendation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for merger of prospecting licence
128. The Commission shall, within twenty-one days after the Minister

has approved the recommendation for the rejection of an application,
on behalf of the Minister notify the applicant of the rejection, and the
reasons fer the "rejection, as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

. Notice of grant of application for merger of prospecting licence
129~ (1) The Commission shall within twenty-one days after the Minister

has approved the recommendation for the grant of a merger of prospecting
licences, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the
grant and the fees payable in respect of the grant as set out in Form Thirty
Four of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after the date of the
notice in sub-regulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall grant a new licence in respect of the merged
area to the applicant within fifteen days after the date of payment of the
applicable fees.

(4) The grant of the licence shall be effected by an agreement in
triplicate signed between the Minister and the applicant. a
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Modification of cadastral map and General Register after rejection of
merger

130. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Mineral Titles Depart
ment of Commission shall delete the provisional polygon from the ca
dastral map and enter the details of the rejection in the General Register,
and the original polygons shall be maintained.

(2) The applicant is not entitled to a refund of any fees paid
where the application is rejected.

Terms and conditions of licence of merger of prospecting licence
131. The licence issued by the Minister shall state

(a) the registered name and addresses of the holder;
(b) the date of issuance of the licence;
(c) the term of the licence, which shall not exceed the longer of

the residual term of the individual merged licences;
(d) the minerals to be prospected for;
(e) the period t>flimitation for submission of an application

for renewal;
(f) the cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of

blocks;
(g) the ground rent payable;
(h) the obligations of the holder in relation to reporting require

ments;
(i) the rights of the holder and third parties;
(j) the annual mineral rights fees to be paid which shall be at

the same rate as the oldest of the individual merged licences;
and

(k) other terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

Record of merger of prospecting licences in General Register and
modification of cadastral map

132. Where a licence is granted, the Mineral Titles Department of
the Commission shall record the details of the grant in the General
Register and amend the cadastral map by replacing the provisional polygon
with a polygon corresponding to the licence, and which shall be assigned
with an appropriate code.
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Stamping and registration of licence of merger of prospecting licences
133. The holder of a licence shall within twenty-one days after the

grant of the licence and before commencement of any activity in the
field

(a) stamp and register the licence in accordance with the
relevant enactments in force; and

(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered
I licence together with nine copies of that licence to the Com

mission.

Distribution of licence for merger of prospecting licence
134. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall within

seven days after receipt of the duly stamped and registered licence forward
a copy of the licence to the persons and institutions listed in regulation
19. .

Transfer or assignment of prospecting licences

Application for transfer or assignment of prospecting licence
135. (1) A holder of a prospecting licence or a restricted prospecting

licence may apply within sixty days before the expiration of the licence
"'as set out in Form Thirty-Five of the First Schedule to transfer or assign

it- the licence.

(2) The application. for the transfer or the assignment shall be
made to the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission.

(3) A transaction which purports to transfer or assign a licence
and which does not comply with these Regulations is void.

(4) The application shall include
(a) certified copies of the prospecting licence to be transferred

or assigned;
(b) certified copies of documents of incorporation of the trans

feree or assignee;
(c) copies of reports on prospecting work done to be passed on

to the transferee or assignee; "'
(d) information on the qualifications and experience of the
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manager and other members of the technical team of the
transferee or assignee;

(e) a deed of transfer or assignment including a provision that
the transferee or assignee shall take over the rights and obli
gations of the holder under the licence;

(f) a certified revised work programme of the transferee or
assignee if applicable;

(g) evidence of payment of applicable fees;
(h) evidence of financial resources available to the transferee or

assignee;
(i) certified annual reports of the transferee or assignee including

audited financial statements;
(j) in the case of an application for transfer or assignment of a

restricted prospecting licence, proof that the transferee or
assignee is a citizen or where the transferee or assignee is a
non-citizen,.the proposed investment is at least ten million
United States dollars;

(k) in the case of a transfer or assignment of an undivided pro
portionate part of a licence, the polygon that defines the
number of blocks to be transferred or assigned; and

(I) any transaction between the holder and the transferee or
assignee in respect of the licence.

(5) The applicant shall submit particulars of the transferee's or
assignee's principals or shareholders in respect of subregulations (4)(b)

and 4(t} where it is required by the Mineral Titles Department of the
Commission.

Record of transfer or assignment of prospecting licence
136.(1) Where the applicant provides all the information required

under regulation 135, the Commission shall record in the General Register,
the details of the application including the date, hour and minute the
application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless the information required under regulation 135 is provided by the
applicant.
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(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on
recording the application in the General Register, transfer the informa
tion submitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set
out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(4) 'The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
•• and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles and

issued to .the applicant.
(5) The Commission shall in the case of a transfer or assign

ment of an undivided proportionate part of a licence, plot the area cor
responding to the transfer or assignment as a provisional polygon on the
cadastral map and the original polygon corresponding to the licence is
valid until the applicatIon for transfer or assignment is granted.

Review of application for transfer or assignment of prospecting licence
.• 137. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission ,shall

within five days after recordi!1g an application in the General Register
review the application for transfer or assignment of prospecting licence
to ensure that

(a) the documentation required is complete and the submitted
documents are valid; .

(b) the transferee or assignee is a body incorporated under the
Companies Act,1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporated Private
Partnership Act, 1962(Act 152)or registered under any other
enactment in force;

(c) the application was made at least sixty days before the
expiration of the licence;

(d) in the case of an application in re$pect of a restricted recon
naissance licence, the transferee or assignee is a citizen, or
where the transferee or assignee is a non-citizen the proposed
investment is at least ten million United States dollars;

(e) in the case of a transfer or assignment of an undivided
proportionate part of the licence, the number of blocks is
defined by the polygon to be assigned; and

(f) where a revisedwork programme is submitted, the expenditure
proposed in the revised work programme is in accordance
with the minimum costs specified in regulation 4(2).
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(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (1), the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission
shall give notice accordingly to the applicant within five days after the
review, as set out in Form Three of the First Schedule and the applicant
shall correct the errors or provide the information required within ten

days from the date of the notice. 1"
Rejection of application for transfer or assignment of prospecting
licence

138. (1) An application shall be rejected where,
(a) an application is submitted later than sixty days before the

expiration of the licence; . •
(b) the application contains a statement which the applicant

knows or ought to know to be false or misleading in any
material particular; or

(c) the applicant dC}esnot correct the errors or provide the in
formation required under regulation 137 within ten days
from the date of notification.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection, and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for transfer or assignment of prospecting "1

licence

139. Subject to the period stated in regulation 137(2), the Commis
sion shall within twenty-one days after recording the application in the
General Register consider the application and make the appropriate rec
ommendation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for transfer or assignment of
prospecting licence

140. The Commission shall within five days after the Minister has
approved the recommendation for the rejection of an application for
transfer or assignment of prospecting licence, on behalf of the Minister
notify the applicant of the rejection, and the reasons for the rejection, as
set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.
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Approval of transfer or assignment of prospecting licence
141. (1) Within five days after the Minister has approved the

recommendation for the transfer or assignment of a prospecting licence,
the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the
applicant of the approval and the fees payable in respect of the approval,
as set out in Form Thirty-Six of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within ten days after the date of the notice
under subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall approve the transfer or assignment within
fifteen days after the date of payment of the applicable fees.

e4) The approval shall be effected by a letter signed by the Minister
and addressed to the applicant and the transferee or assignee.

Record of rejection and modification of cadastral map on transfer or
assignment of prospecting licence

142. (1) Where an application for the transfer or assignment ofa pros
pecting licence is rejected, th~ Mineral Titles Department shall enter the
details of the rejection in the General Register, and if applicable delete
the provisional polygon from the cadastral map.

(2) The applicant is not entitled to a refund of any fees paid
under these Regulations where an application is rejected.

Record of approved application for transfer or assignment of pros
.- pecting licence

143. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall record
the details of the approval in the General Register, including the particulars
of the transferee or assignee, and if applicable, replace the provisional
polygon on the cadastral map with a polygon corresponding to the area
transferred or assigned, and assign appropriate codes.

Stamping and registration of deed
144. The transferee or assignee shall within twenty-one days of the

grant of a licence
(a) stamp and register the deed of transfer or assignment in

accordance with the relevant enactments in force; and
(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered

deed to the Commission.
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Distribution of notice of transfer or assignment
145. The approval granted by the Minister shall be copied to the per

sons and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Mortgage of prospecting licence

Application for mortgage of prospecting licence ~
146. (1) A holder of a prospecting licence or a restricted prospecting

licence may, at least sixty days before the expiration of the licence apply
to the Commission as set out in Form Thirty-Seven of the First Schedule
to mortgage the licence.

(2) A transaction that purports to mortgage a prospecting licence
and which does not comply with these Regulations is void.

(3) The application shall include
(a) a certified copy of the licence to be mortgaged;
(b) certified copies of documents of incorporation of the mort

gagee;
(c) annual reports ·of the mortgagee for the previous two years,

if applicable;
(d) the mortgage deed, or any loan, debenture, and other financ

ing documents;
(e) evidence of payment of applicable fees;
(f) in the case of a mortgage of an undivided proportionate of

the licence, the polygon that defines the number of blocks to ~
be mortgaged; and

(g) a description of any other transaction between the holder
and the mortgagee in respect of the licence.

(4) The applicant shall submit particulars of the mortgagee's prin
cipals or shareholders in respect of paragraphs (q) and (c) of subregulation
(3)where it is required by the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission.

Record of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
147. (1) Where the applicant provides the information required in

regulation 146, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record in the General Register the details of the application including the
date, hour and minute the application was submitted.
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(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless all the information required under regulation 146 is provided by
the applicant.

(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on
recording the application in the General Register, transfer the informa
tion su~mitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set
out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles and
issued to the applicant.

(5) In the case of a mortgage of an undivided proportionate part
of a licence, the Commission shall plot the area corresponding to the
mortgage as a provisional polygon on the cadastral map, and the origi
nal polygon corresponding to the licence is valid until the application for
mortgage is granted. •

Review of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
148. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall

within five days after recording an application in the General Register
review the application to ensure that

(a) the documentation required is complete and the submitted
documents are valid;

(b) the application was made at least sixty days before the expi
ration of the licence;

(c) the mortgagee is a body incorporated under the Companies
Act, 1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporated Private Partnership
Act, 1962 (Act 152) or registered under any other enactment
in force;

(d) in the case of a mortgage of an undivided proportionate
part of the licence, the number of blocks is defined by the
polygon to be mortgaged; and

(e) if a revised work programme is submitted, the expenditure
proposed in the revised work programme is in accordance
with the minimum costs specified in regulation 4(2);
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(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (1), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to
the applicant within five days after the review, as set out in Form Three
of the First Schedule and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide
the information required within ten days from the date of the notice.

Rejection of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
149. (1) An application for the mortgage of a prospecting licence

shall be rejected where
(a) the application is submitted later than sixty days before the

expiration of the licence;
(b) the application contains a statement which the applicant

knows or ought to know to be false or misleading in any
material particular; or

(c) the applicant does not correct the errors or provide the
information re4uired under regulation 146 within ten days
from the date of notification.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection, stating
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.
Consideration of application for mortgage of prospecting licence

150. Subject to the period stated in regulation 148(2), the Commission
shall within twenty-one days after recording an application in the General
Register consider the application and make the appropriate recommen-
dation. to the Minister. ..

Notice of rejection of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
151. Within five days after the Minister has approved the recommen

dation to reject an application for the mortgage of a prospecting licence,
the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister, notify the applicant of
the rejection and the reasons, as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Approval of mortgage of prospecting licence
152. (1) Within five days after the Minister has approved a recom

mendation for the mortgage of a prospecting licence, the Commission
shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the
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approval and the fees payable in respect of the approval, as set out in
Form Thirty-Eight of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within ten days after the date of the no
tice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

,.. (3) The Minister shall approve the mortgage within fifteen days
after the date of payment of the applicable fees.

(4) The approval shall be by a letter signed by the Minister and
addressed to the applicant and the mortgagee.

Record of rejection of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
153. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Mineral Titles Depart

ment of the Commission shall enter the details of the rejection in the
General Register, and if applicable delete the provisional polygon from
the cadastral map.

(2) The applicant is not entitled to a refund of any fees paid where
an application is rejected.

Record of approval of application for mortgage of prospecting licence
154. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall where

a mortgage is approved, record the details of the approval in the General
Register, including the particulars of the mortgagee.

~ Stamping and registration of mortgage of prospecting licence
155. A holder of a licence shall within twenty-one days after the grant

of the licence
(a) stamp and register the mortgage deed in accordance with

the relevant enactments in force; and
(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered

deed to the Commission

Notice of redemption of mortgage of prospecting licence
156. (1) A mortgagor and a mortgagee shall give notice to the Mineral

Titles Department of the Commission on redemption of a mortgage by
submitting proof of the redemption to the Commission:

(2) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record the details of the redemption in the General Register, and if
applicable, amend the cadastral map accordingly.
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(3) The notice shall inClude a statement signed by the mortgagee
that the mortgagor has fulfilled its obligations under the mortgage, and is
discharged from the mortgage.

(4) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on
being given notice of a redemption, record the details of the redemption
in the General Register.

Notice of transfer or assignment of prospecting 'licence to mortgagee
157. (1) Where a holder has failed to redeem a mortgage within the

stipulated period, and the mortgagee intends to take over the licence, the
mortgagee shall give notice accordingly to the Mineral Titles Depart
ment of the Commission, and the notice shall be treated as an applica
tion for transfer or assignment under these Regulations.

(2) A notice given under this regulation shall be considered by
the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission even though it is given
later than sixty days before the expiration of the licence.

Surrender of prospecting licence

Surrender of prospecting licence
158. (1) The holder of a prospecting licence who wishes to surrender

all or part of the land which is the subject matter of the licence shall apply .~
to the Commission for a Certificate of Surrender as set out in Form

Thirty-Nine of the First Schedule not later than sixty days before the date
on which the holder wishes the surrender to take effect.

(2) The application for surrender shall include
(a) the cadastral coordinates or code in respect of the area to

be surrendered;
(b) reasons for the surrender;
(c) a list of all the reports submitted to the Commission since

the grant of the licence;
(d) an up-to-date report on the activities conducted on the area

to be surrendered since the submission of the last report; and
(e) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.
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Record of application for surrender of prospecting licence
159. (1) Where the applicant provides all the information required

under regulation 158, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commis
sion shall record in the General Register, the details of the application
including the date, hour and minute the application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
unless the information required under regulation 158 is provided by the
applicant.

(3) The Commission shall on recording the application in the
General Register, transfer the information submitted by the applicant
onto an Application Certificate,as set out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles and
issued to the applicant.

(5) In the case of surrender of an undivided proportionate part
of a prospecting licence, the Min;ral Titles Department of the Commission
shall plot the corresponding area as a provisional polygon on the cadastral
map, and the original polygon corresponding to the licence shall remain
valid until the application for surrender is granted.

Review of application for surrender of prospecting licence
160. (1) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall,

within five days of recording an application in the General Register
review the application to ensure that

(a) the documentation required is complete and the submitted
documents are valid;

(b) the applicant is not in default;
(c) the applicant has submitted an up-to-date report on the

activities conducted on the area to be surrendered;
(d) the proposed surrender of the land is safe and accords with

good mining practices;
(e) .the cadastral coordinates or code in respect of the area to

be surrendered are accurate and the area to be surrendered
is not less than one block;
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(f) the reasons for the surrender are valid;
(g) the applicationwas made at leastsixtydaysbeforethe expiration

of the licence; and
(h) the applicable fees have been paid.

(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (1), the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission
shall give notice accordingly to the applicant within five days af~er the
review, as set out in Form Three of the First Schedule and the applicant
shall correct the errors or provide the information required within ten
days from the date of the notice.

Rejection of application for surrender of prospecting licence
161. (1) An application for surrender of a prospecting licence shall be

rejected where
(a) the applicatio.q is submitted later than sixty days before the

expiration of the licence;
(b) the application contains a statement which the applicant

knows or ought to know to be false or misleading in any
material particular; or

(c) the applicant does not correct the errors or provide the
information required under regulation 160 within ten days
from the date of the notice.

(2) Where an application is rejected at this stage, the Commission
shall on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for surrender of prospecting licence
162. Subject to the period stated in regulation 160(2),the Mineral Titles

Department of the Commission shall within twenty-one days after
recortling an application in the General Register consider the application
and make the appropriate recommendation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection application for surrender of prospecting licence
163. Within five days after the Minister has approved the recommen

dation for the rejection of an application for the surrender of a prospeet-
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ing licence, the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister, notify the
applicant of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection, as set out in
Form Seven of the First Schedule

Approval of surrender of prospecting licence
164. (1) Within five days after the Minister has approved the recom

mendation for the surrender of a prospecting licence, the Commission
shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the
approval and the fees payable in respect of the approval, as set out in
Form Forty of the First Schedule

(2) The applicant shall within ten days after the date of the no
tice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall approve the surrender within fifteen days
after the date of payment.

(4) The approval shall be effected by the issue to the applicant of
a certificate by the Minister as set out in Form Forty-One of the First
Schedule.

Record of rejection of application for surrender of prospecting licence
165. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Mineral Titles Depart

. ment of the Commission shall enter the details of the rejection in the
General Register, and where applicable delete the provisional polygon
from the cadastral map.

(2) The applicant is not entitled to a refund of any fees paid
where an application is rejected.

Record of approved applications for surrender of prospecting licence
166. (1) Where an application for surrender is approved, the Min

eral Titles Department of the Commission shall record the details of the
approval in the General Register, and if applicable replace the provi
sional polygon on the cadastral map with a polygon corresponding to
the area surrendered, and assign appropriate codes.

(2) Where an application for surrender is approved, the rights
of the holder shall cease without affecting the liabilities or obligations
incurred by the holder or the holder's agent in relation to the licence prior
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to the date of the surrender, and the title holder is not entitled to a refund
of any fees paid.

(3) Where the surrender is in respect of the whole area covered
by the licence, the licence shall be terminated. .

Distribution of notice of approval for surrender of prospecting licence "
167. The approval granted by the Minister shall be copied to the

persons and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Suspension or tennination of a prospecting licence

Suspension or termination of prosp'ecting licence
168. (1) The Minister on the recommendation of the Commission

may suspend or terminate a prospecting licence at any time during the
term of the licence if

(a) the holder fails to pay the fees specified in the Schedule to
these Regulations on the due date;

(b) the holder's actual expenditure on prospecting is not in
accordance with the proposed expenditure in the work
programme, and the minimum expenditure specified in regu
lation 4(2);

(c) the holder is insolvent or bankrupt, enters into an agreement
or scheme of composition with the holder's creditors, or
takes advantage of an enactment for the benefit of its debtors .
or goes into liquidation, except as part of a scheme for an
arrangement or amalgamation;

(d) the holder makes a statement or gives information in con
nection with the mineral right which the holder knows or
ought to know to be materially false;

(e) the holder failsto conduct prospectingoperations in accordance
with the approved work programme;

(f) the holder fails to submit reports on the prospecting opera
tions for more than ninety days; or

(g) the holder becomes ineligible to apply for a mineral right
under these Regulations.

(2) Before the suspension or termination of a prospecting li
cence under this regulation, the Commission shall, on behalf of the Min
ister give notice to the holder in writing, as set out in Form Forty-Two of
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the First Schedule stating the breach which is the ground for the
suspension or termination, and the holder shall remedy the breach within
sixty days. .

(3) Where the holder cannot remedy the breach or show cause to
the reasonable satisfaction of the Minister why the licence should not be

• suspended or terminated, the Minister shall suspend or terminate the
licence.

(4) Within thirty days after receipt of a response from the holder
under subregulation (2), the Commission shall consider the response and
make the appropriate 'recommendation on the suspension or termina
tion of the licence to the Minister.

(5) The Commission shall recommend the suspension or termi
nation of the licence where:

(a) the response provided by the holder under subregulation (2)
is considered invalid;

(b) the holder fails to remedy the breach to the satisfaction of
the Commission; or

(c) the holder fails to respond to the notice within sixty days.

Actions required to be taken on suspension of prospecting licence
169. Where a prospecting licence is suspended,

(a) the Commission shall give notice of the period of the sus
..•pension of the licence and the reasons for the suspension to

the holder, as set out in Form Forty-Three of the First Schedule;
(b) the Minister shall terminate the licence within the specified

period, unless the holder remedies the breach and pays the
applicable fees to the Commission; and

(c) the Commission shall record the details of the suspension
in the General Register and update the cadastral map.

Actions required to be taken on termination of a prospecting licence
170. (1) Where a prospecting licence is terminated,

(a) the rights of the holder shall cease without affecting the
liabilities or obligations incurred by the holder or the
holder's representative in relation to the licence before the
date of termination;
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(b) the Commission shall record the details of the termination
in the General Register and delete the polygon corresponding
to the licence from the cadastral map;

(c) the former holder shall be required by notice as set out in
Form Forty-:-Fourof the First Schedule, to deliver in hard
copy and in electronic form to the Commission within ~
twenty-one days

(i) the records and samples which the holder is required
to maintain under the Act or these Regulations;

(ii) the plans and maps of the area subject to the pros
pecting licence prepared by the holder or on the
holder's instructions;

(Hi) any other documents relating to the prospecting
licence.

(2) A person who fails to deliver a document or sample under
subregulation(l) (c), wkhin thirty days from the date of being given
notice by the Commission is liable to pay to the Commission a penalty
of not more than ten thousand United States dollars in the first instance
and a further penalty of one thousand United States dollars for each day
that the document or sample remains undelivered

Expiration of the term of a prospecting licence

Actions required to be taken on expiration of a prospecting licence
171. On the expiration of the term of a prospecting licence,

(a) the Commission shall give notice to the holder of the ex
piration, as set out in Form Twenty-Four of the First Schedule;

(b) the rights of the holder shall cease without affecting the
liabilities or obligations incurred by the holder or the holder's
representative in relation to the licence before the date of
the expiration;

(c) the former holder shall deliver in hard copy and in electronic
format to the Commission within twenty-one days,

(i) the records and samples which the holder is obliged
to maintain under the Act or these Regulations;



MINERALS AND MINING (LICENSING) REGULATIONS, 2012

(ii) the plans and maps of the area subject to the pros
pecting licence prepared by the holder or on the

. holder's instructions; and
(iii) any other documents relating to the prospecting

licence.
(d) the Commission shall record the details of the expiration

in the General Register and delete the polygon correspond
ing to the licence from the cadastral map. Grant of mining
leases

Application for mining lease
172. An application for a mining lease or a restricted mining lease

shall be made in person by the applicant or by a representative of the
applicant to the Commission, as set out in Form Forty-Five of the First
Schedule, and shall include the

(a) particulars of the applicant, stating the applicant's
(i) registered name;
(ii) registered physical and postal addresses;
(iii) official telephone and facsimile numbers; and
(iv) official email address.

(b) certified copies of the documents of incorporation show
ing that the applicant is a body incorporated under the Com
panies Act, 1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporated Private Part
nership Act, 1962 (Act 152) or registered under any other
enactment in force,

(c) a certified copy of the company's regulations and details of
shareholding and Directors;

(d)· the number of blocks and the cadastral co-ordinatesdelineating
the area being applied for;

(e) the mineral to be mined;
(f) particulars of the qualifications and experience of the

manager and other members of the technical team in charge
of the mining operations;

(g) a feasibility report to be prepared according to the
Commission's guidelines;

(h) particulars of the fmancial resources available to the applicant
for the proposed mining operationsj
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(i) evidence of payment of the applicable fees;
(j) particulars of the applicant's proposals with respect to the

employment and training in the mining industry of
Ghanaians , and

(k) in the case of conversion from a previous reconnaissance
licence or prospecting licence, a certified copy of the licence.

Record of application of mining lease
173. (1) Where an applicant provides the information required in

regulation 172, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
assign a unique code to the application, and record in the Priority Register,
the details of the application including the date, hour and minute the
application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the Priority Register
unless the information required in regulation 172 is provided by the
applicant. .

(3) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall on
recording the application in the Priority Register, transfer the informa
tion submitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set
out in Form Two of the First Schedule.

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for mineral titles and
issued to the applicant

(5) The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record the application in the Priority Register and plot the area applied
for as a provisional polygon on the cadastral map, and the application
shall be considered as a pending application until a final decision is made
to grant or reject the application.

(6) Subsequent applications relating to part of or the entire
provisional polygon shall be recorded in the Priority Register chrono
logically, and shall be regarded as partially or fully overlapping respectively
until they are considered after the preceding application has been rejected.

Review of application for mining lease
174. (1) The Commission shall within five days of recording an

application in the Priority Register review the application to ensure that
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(a) the area applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordi
nates supplied are consistentwith the geographicand geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations; . .

(b) the documentation required is complete and valid; .
(c) the applicant is a body incorporated under the Companies

Act, 1963 (Act 179) or the Incorporate4 Private Partnership
Act, 1962 (Act 152) or registered under any other enactment
in force;

(d) the area applied for does not conflict with other mineral
rights, pending applications, reserved areas, restricted
areas, protected areas or designated areas;

(e) the area applied for does not exceed three hundred cadastral
units or sixty- three square kilometres ;

(f) the feasibility report is in accordance with the Commission's
guidelines;

(g) the area applied for does not fall within part of or all of the
area over which the applicant's previous application has
been revoked in accordance with regulation 181, unless one
hundred and eighty days have passed since the date of revo
cation;

(h) the applicant is not applying for an area that has been relin
quished unless one hundred and eighty days have passed
since the date of relinquishment; and

(i) in the case of an application for a restricted mining lease,
the applicant is a citizen or where the applicant is a non
citizen the proposed investment is at least ten million United
States dollars.

(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (I), the Commission shall give notice accordingly to the
applicant within five days after the review, as set out in Form Three of
the First Schedule and the applicant shall correct the errors or provide
the information required within ten days from the date of the notice.

Rejection of application for mining lease
175. (1) An application shall be rejected where the applicant~
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(a) makes a statement which the applicant knows or ought to
know is false or misleading in a material particular; or

(b) does not correct the errors or provides the information
required under regulation 174 (2) within ten days from the
date of notification.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall give
notice to the applicant of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection,
as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Applications which conflict with existing mineral rights
176. (1) In accordance with section 15(5) of the Act, where an appli

cation for a mining lease conflicts with an existing mineral right for a
different mineral in the same area, the Commission shall give notice to
the existing holder within fifteen days of the application, and the holder
shall be given the first option to add the mineral to the existing mineral

- right.
(2) The notice under subregulation (1) shall contain particulars

of the mineral and the area applied for, and shall require the holder to
exercise the option by giving notice to the Commission in writing of the
option within fifteen days of the notice.

(3) Where the existing mineral right holder exercises the option
to add the new mineral within the prescribed time, the application shall
be rejected without a refund of the fees paid by the applicant.

(4) Where the existing mineral right holder chooses not to exer
cise the option or does not exercise the option within the prescribed time,
the new application shall be accepted and processed in accordance with
these Regulations.

Notice of pending applications for mining lease
177. (1) Where an application complies with regulation 174, the

Mineral Titlell Department of the Commission shall within fifteen days
after recording the application in the Priority Register, publish a notice
of the pending application as set out in Form Six of the First Schedule in
the Gazette and

(a) give a copy of the notice to the relevant chief, traditional
authority or land owner and the relevant District Assembly;
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(b) publish the notice in a newspaper circulating in the area con
cerned and in a manner customarily acceptable to the area
that is the subject of the application;

(c) post the notice on the notice board of the relevant office of
the Commiss'ion; .

(d) post a copy of the notice on the land that is the subject matter
of the application; and

(e) give a copy of the notice to the Office of the Administrator
of Stool Lands, the Lands Commission office in the area,
and any other person designated by the Commission.

(2) The notice given under su,bregulation (1) shall include a map
showing the proposed boundaries of the land that is the subject of the
application.

(3) An owner or lawful occupier of land who may be affected by ,
the grant of a mining lease shall submit a written statement of that owner's
or occupier's interests to the Mineral Titles Department of the Commis
sion within twenty-one days from the date of publication of the notice in
the Gazette.

Consideration of application for mining lease
178. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall, within

thirty days after the publication period lapses, consider the application
including any concerns submitted by affected persons, and shall makethe
appropriate recommendation td the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for mining lease
179. Within twenty one days after tJIe Minister has approved the

recommendation to reject an application for a mining leas'e, the Com
mission shall, on behalf of the Minister, give notice to the applicant
of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form
Seven of the First Schedule.

Grant of mining lease
180. (1) Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved the

recommendation to grant the lease to the applicant, the Commission
shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the grant
and the fees payable in respect of the grant, as set out in Fdrm Forty-Six
of the First Schedule.
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(2) The applicant shall within sixty days after the date of the
notice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees and give notice to the
Minister and the Commission in writing of the acceptance of the grant.

(3) The Minister shall issue the lease to the applicant within thirty
days after the date of the acceptance of the grant and on payment of the
applicable fees.

(4) The grant of the lease shall be by an agreement in triplicate
signed between the Minister and the applicant.

Revocation of mining lease
181. (1) A grant shall be revoked if the applicant fails to gIve notice to

the Minister and the Commission of acceptance in accordance with re~-
lation 180(2). .

(2) Where the grant is revoked, the corresponding provisional
polygon shall be deleted from the cadastral map and the details of the
revocation shall be recorded in the General Register.

Record of rejected application for mining lease and modification of
cadastral map

182. (1) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall
delete the provisional polygon relating to the application from the
cadastral map and enter the details of the rejection in the General Register,
and the area shall be considered vacant for new applications.

(2) Where an application is rejected under these Regulations, the
applicant is not entitled to a refund of any fees paid.

Terms and conditions of a mining lease
183. A lease granted by the Minister shall contain particulars of

(a) the registered name and addresses of the holder;
(b) the date of issue of the lease;
(c) the term of the lease, which shall not exceed twelve months;
(d) the minerals to be mined;
(e) the period of fimitation for submission of an application

. for renewal;
(f) the cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of

blocks;
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(g) the annual mineral right fee and the ground rent payable;
(h) the obligations of the holder in relation to reporting require

ments;
(i) the rights of the holder and third parties; and
(j) other terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

Stamping and registration of mining lease
184. Within twenty-one days after the grant of the lease, the holder

shall

(a) stamp and register the lease in accordance with the relevant
enactments in force; and

(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered
lease together with nine copies of that lease to the Commis
SIOn.

Distribution of mining lease .
185. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall within

seven days after the receipt of the duly stamped and registered leases forward
copies of the lease in accordance with regulation 19.

Record of grant of mining lease and modification of cadastral map
186. Where a lease is granted, the Mineral Titles Department of the

Commission shall record the details of the grant in the General Register
and replace the provisional polygon with a polygon corresponding to the
grant on the cadastral map.

Record of application which corresponds to previous licence
187. Where an application involves the transformation from a previous

reconnaissance or prospecting licence, the original licence code shall be
maintained, and if the applicable area does not exceed the original area,
the application shall be recorded in the General Register.
Ratificatio~ of leases by Parliament

188. The Minister shall submit all leases to Parliament for ratification,
except where the lease forms part of a particular class of transactions,
contract or undertakings exempted by Parliament in accordance with
section 5(5) of the Act.
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Extension or renewal of the term of the mining leases

Application for extension of mining lease
189. (1) A holder of a mining lease may not later than ninety days

before the expiration of the term of the lease, apply to the Commission
as set out in Form Forty-Seven of the First Schedule for extension of the A

term of the lease in respect of all or part of the area which is the subject
matter of the lease.

(2) The application shall include
(a) a certified copy of the mining lease;
(b) the cadastral co-ordinates delineating the area that is the

subject matter of the application for extension in the case of
reduction or enlargement in the perimeter of the original
polygon;

(c) a comprehensive technical and financial report in respect of
the expired term and a programme of mining operations
for the propbsed extension, including financial particulars,
prepared according to the Commission's guidelines;

(d) annual reports of the applicant for the previous two years,
including audited accounts;

(e) particulars of the qualifications and experience of the man

ager and other members of .the technical team in charge of IfIIi,
the mining operations, in case of a change in the team;

(j) particulars of the applicant's proposals with respect to the
employment and training in the mining industry of Ghanaians; .
and

(g) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of application for extension of mining lease
190. (1) Where an applicant provides the information required in

regulation 189(2), the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall
record in the General Register, the details of the application including
the date, hour and minute the application was submitted .

.(2) Where an application is recorded in the General Register, the
Commission shall transfer the information submitted by the appli
cant onto an Application Certificate, as set out in Form Two of the First
Schedule.
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(3) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the Director of the Commission responsible for Mineral Titles and
i~5ued to the applicant.

(4) Where the holder applies for an extension in respect of a
reduction in the original polygon, the Commission shall plot a provi
sional polygon corresponding to the reduced area on the cadastral map,
and the application shall be considered as a pending application until a
final decision is made to grant or reject the application.

Review of application for extension of mining lease
191. (1) Within five days after recording an application in the

General Register, the Mineral Titles Department of Commission shall
review the application to ensure that

(a) the area applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordi
nates supplied are consistentwith the geographicand geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(b) the application was submitted at least ninety days before the
expiration of the lease; .

(c) the documentation required is complete and valid;
(d) the holder's activities under the previous programme of

mining operations were conducted satisfactorily; and
(e) the applicable fees have been duly paid by the applicant.

(2) Where an application does not comply with subregulation
(1), the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall give notice
accordingly to the applicant within five days after the review, as set out in
Form Three of the First Schedule and the applicant shall correct the
errors or provide the information required within ten days from the date
of the notice.

Rejection of application for extension of mining lease
192. (1) An application shall be rejected if the applicant

(a) submits an application for extension later than ninety days
before the expiration of the licence,

(b) makes a statement which the applicant knows or ought to
know is false or misleading in any material particular, or
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(c) does not correct the errors or provide the information
required under regulation 191(2) within ten days from the
date of notice.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and •.••
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for extension of mining lease
193. The Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall within

forty days after recording an application for extension in the General
Register, consider the application and make the appropriate recommen
dation to the Minister.

Notice of rejt:ction of application for extension of mining lease
194. Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved the

recommendation to reject ·an application for the extension of a mining
lease, the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister, give notice to the
applicant of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection, as set out in
Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of grant of extension of mining lease
195. (I) Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved the

recommendation to grant an extension of the mining lease to the appli- Ai

cant, the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the
applicant of the grant and the fees payable in respect of the grant, as set
out in Form Forty-Eight of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after the date of the,
notice in sub-regulation (I), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall grant the extension to the applicant within
fifteen days of the date of payment of the applicable fees.

(4) The grant of the extension shall be by a letter signed by the
Minister and addressed to the applicant.

(5) The extension shall be for a term not exceeding thirty years,
subject to the terms and conditions of the original lease and other terms
and conditions determined by the Minister.
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Record of grant of extension of mining lease and modification of
cadastral map

196. (1) Where an extension of a lease is granted, the Mineral Titles
Department of the Commission shall record the details of the grant in
the General Register and shall if applicable, replace the provisional polygon

-.. with a polygon corresponding to the extension on the cadastral map.
(2) Where an extension of a lease is granted in respect of a

reduced area, the relinquished area shall be considered available for new
applications.

Distribution of the notice of extension of mining lease
197. The extension granted by the Minister shall be copied to the per

sons and institutions listed in regulation 19.

Reduction or enlargement of mining lease

Application for reduction or enlargement of mining lease
198. (1) A holder of a minillg lease may, not later than ninety days

before the expiration of the lease, apply to the Commission as set out in
Form Forty-Nine of the First Schedule for a reduction or enlargement of
the area which is the subject matter of the lease.

(2) The procedures and deadlines for the reduction of a lease shall
be in accordancewith regulations 38 to 49 with the exception of the expiration

-.. date of the lease, which shall not be modified.

(3) Where the reduction affects the whole lease area, the reduction
shall be considered as a surrender and the provisions of regulation 158 to
167 shall apply.

(4) In the case of an enlargement, the procedures prescribed in
regulation 177 shall be followed strictly.

(5) The validity period and the annual mineral rights fees payable
by the holder shallbe at the same rate as the original leasebefore enlargement.

(6) The partial relinquishment of the lease does not entitle the
lease holder to a refund or discount of the annual mineral right fees
already paid.

(7) The notice of a grant of a reduction or enlargement of a mining
lease shall be as set out in Form Fifty of the First Schedule
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Amendment, division, 'merger, transfer, mortgage, or surrender of a mining
lease.

Applications and procedures for amendment, transfer or surrender of
mining lease

199. (1) The requirements and proeedures for amendment, division,
merger, transfer or assignment, mortgage, and surrender of a mining
lease are, subject to the appropriate modifications, the same as the
requirerpents and procedures for amendment, division, merger, transfer
or assignment, mortgage and sUrrender of a prospecting licence under
these Regulations.

(2) Subject to subregulation (1), .
(a) an application for arpendment of a mining lease shall be as

set out in Form Fifty-One. of the First Schedule;
(b) a notice of the grant of the amendment shall be as set out in

Form Fifty-Two of the First Schedule;
(c) an application for division of a mining lease shall be as set

out in Form Fifty-Three of the First Schedule;
(d) a notice of the grant of the division shall be as set out in

Form Fifty-Four of the First Schedule;
(e) an application for merger of mining leases shall be as set

out in Form Fifty-Five of the First Schedule;
(f) a notice of the grant of the merger shall be as set out in

Form Fifty-Six of the First Schedule;
(g) an application for transfer or assignment of a mining lease

shall be as set out in Form Fifty-Seven of the First Schedule;
(h) a notice of the approval of the transfer or assignment shall

be as set out in Form Fifty-Eight of the First Schedule;
(i) an application for mortgage of a mining lease shall be as set

out in Form Fifty-Nine of the First Schedule;
(j) a notice of the approval of the mortgage shall be as set out

in Form Sixty of the First Schedule;
(k) an application for surrender of a mining lease shall be as set

out in Form Sixty-One of the First Schedule;
(I) a notice of the approval of the surrender shall be as set out

in Form Sixty-Two of the First Schedule;
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(m)the certificate of surrender shall be as set out in Form Sixty
Three of the First Schedule.

Suspension and termination of mining leases

,..... Suspension or termination of mining leases
200. (1) The Minister may, on the recommendation of the Commis

sion, suspend or terminate a mining lease at any time during the term of
the lease if

(a) the holder fails to pay on the due date, the applicable fees in
the Schedule to these Regulations, and any taxes and royalties
specified in any enactment in force;

(b) the holder fails to conduct operations in accordance with
the approved programme of mining operations as speci
fied in the feasibility report;

(c) the holder becom~s insolvent or bankrupt, enters into an
agreement or scheme of compositionwith the holder's creditors,
or takes advantage of an enactment for the benefit of its
debtors or goes into liquidation, except as part of a scheme
for an arrangement or amalgamation;

(d) the holder makes any statement or information in connec-
7" tion with the mining lease which the holder knows or ought

to have known to be materially false; or
(e) the holder is convicted of any offence relating to smuggling

or illegal sale or dealing in minerals.

(2) The requirements and procedures for the termination of a
mining lease are, subject to appropriate modifications, the same as the
requirements and procedures for termination of a prospecting licence
under regulations 168 to 170.

(3) Before the suspension or termination of a mining lease under
this regulat.ion, the Commission shall, on behalf of the Minister give
notice to the holder in writing, as set out in Form Sixty-Four of the First
Schedule, stating the breach which is the grounds for the suspension or
termination, and the holder shall remedy the breach in one hundred and
twenty days.
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(4) Subject to subregulations (1) to (3),
(a) where a mining lease is suspended, the Commission shall

give notice of the period of the suspension of the licence
and the reasons for the suspension to the holder, as set out
in Form Sixty-Five of the First Schedule;

(b) where a mining lease is terminated, the former holder shall
be required by notice as set out in Form Sixty-Six of the
First Schedule, to deliver in hard copy and in electronic form
to the Commission within twenty-one days

(i) the records and samples which the holder is required
to maintain under the Act or these Regulations;

(ii) the plans and maps of the area subject to the mining
lease prepared by the holder or on the holder's
instructions;

(iii) any other documents relating to the mining lease.
(c) a person whb fails to deliver a document or sample under

subregulation 4(b), within thirty days from the date of being
given notice by the Commission is liable to pay to the
Commission a penalty of not more than ten thousand
United States dollars in the first instance and a further penalty
of one thousand United States dollars for each day that the
document or sample remains undelivered

Expiration of mining leases

Procedure on expiration of mining lease
201. (1) The procedure to be followed on the expiration of a mining

lease is subject to appropriate modifications, the same as the procedure
on expiration of a prospecting licence under regulation 171.

(2) On the expiration of the term of a mining lease, the
Commission shall give notice to the holder of the expiration, as set out
in Form Sixty-Seven of the First Schedule

Grant of small scale mining licences

Application for small scale mining licence
202. (1) An application for a small scale mining licence shall be made

in person by the applicant or a representative of the applicant to the
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District Offices of the Commission as set out in Form Sixty-Eight of the
First Schedule, and shall include

(a) the particulars of the applicant, stating the applicant's
(i) name;

(ii) residential and postal addresses;
"'p. (iii) telephone and facsimile numbers; and

(iv) email address.
(b) a form of national identification including a passport, voter

identity or national identity card;
(c) certified copies of incorporation documents or documents

showing registration as a cooperative society, where the
applicant is not an individual;

(d) the number of blocks and the cadastral co-ordinatesdelineating
the area being applied for in the designated area;

(e) the mineral to be mined;
(f) rules governing the conduct and relationship of members

of groups, societies, associations or cooperatives as the case
maybe;

(g) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of application (or small scale mining licence
203. (1) Where an applicant provides all the information required in

l' regulation 202, the District Office of the Commission shall assign an
• appropriate code to the application, and record in the Priority Register,

the details of the application including the date, hour and minute the
application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the Priority Register un
less the information required in regulation 202 is provided by the applicant.

(3) Where an application is recorded in the Priority Register, the
DistrictOfficeof the Commission shall transfer the information submitted by
the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set out in Form Two of
the First Schedule.

(4) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the District Officer, and issued to the applicant.

(5) Where an application is recorded in the Priority Register,
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the District Office of the Commission shall plot the area applied for as a
provisional polygon on the cadastral map, and the application shall be
considered as a pending application until a final decision is made to grant
or reject the application.

(6) Subsequent applications relating to part of or the entire ~
provisional polygon shall be recorded in the Priority Register chrono
logically, and shall be regarded as valid applications until they are
considered after the preceding application has been rejected.

Review of application for small scale mining licence
204. (I) The District Office of the Commission shall within five days

after recording an application in the Priority Register, review the appli
cation to ensure that

(a) the documents required are complete and valid;
(b) the area applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordi

nates supplied are consistent with the geographic and
geometric rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(c) the area applied for does not conflict with other mineral
rights, pending applications, reserved areas, or restricted
areas;

(d) the area applied for does not exceed twelve small scale
cadastral units or 10.2 hectares or 25.2 acres; ('

(e) a form of national identification of the individual such as a
passport, voter identity card, or a national identity card has
been submitted;

(f) where the applicant is not an individual, certified copies of
documents of incorporation or documents showing registra
tion as a cooperative society under an enactment in force; and

(g) the applicable fees have been duly paid by the applicant.
'.'-,~- "

~1. (2) Where an application does not comply with subregulation
i';~(l),the District Office of the Commission shall, if applicable, give notice
):accordingly to the applicant within five days after the review, as set out in
; Form Three of the First Schedule and the applicant shall correct the er
rors or provide the information required within ten days from the date
of the notice.
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(3) Where an application satisfies the criteria specified in
subregulation (1), the District Office of the Commission shall submit
within ten days after registration, the information relating to the application
to the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission, and that Depart
ment shall within ten days review and accept or reject the application.

~ Rejection of application for small scale mining licence
205. (1) Where an applicant makes a statement which the applicant

knows or ought to know is false or misleading in a material particular or
does not correct the error or provide the information required under regu
lation 204(2) within ten days from the date of the notice, the application
shall be rejected.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister and through the District Office of the Commission
give notice to the applicant of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection,
as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Application for small scale mining right which conflicts with existing
mineral rights

206. (1) In accordance with section 15(5) of the Act, where an appli
cation for a small scale mining licence conflicts with an existing mineral
right for a different mineral in the same area, the District Office of the
Commission shall gi~ notice to the existing holder within fifteen days
of the application, as set out in Form Five of the First Schedule and the

••.existing holder shall be given the first option to add the mineral to the
existing mineral right. .

(2) A notice under subregulation (1) shall contain particulars of
the mineral and the area applied for, and shall require the existing holder
to exercise the option by giving notice to the District Office of the Com
mission in writing of the option within fifteen days after the notice.

(3) Where the existing mineral right holder exercises the option
to add the new mineral within the prescribed time, the application shall
be rejected without a refund of the fees paid by the applicant.

(4) Where the existing mineral right holder chooses not to exercise
the option or -does not exercise the option within the prescribed time, the
new application shall be accepted and processed in accordance with these
Regulations. '"
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Notice of pending applications for small scale mining licence
Z07. (1) Where an application complies with regulation 202 and the

application has been accepted by the Commission, the Mineral Titles
Department of the Commission shall within fifteen days after recording
the application in the Priority Register, prepare a notice of the pending
application as set out in Form Six of the First Schedule, and ("

(a) publish the notice in the Gazette;
(b) give a copy of the notice to the relevant chief, traditional

authority or land owner and the relevant District Assem
bly;

(c) publish the notice in
(i) a newspaper circulating in the area concerned, and
(ii) in a manner customarily acceptable to the area that

. is the subject matter of the application;
(d) post a copy of the notice on the

(i) notic~ board of the relevant office of the Commis
sion; and

(ii) on the land which isthe subjectmatterofthe application;
(e) submit a copy of the notice to the Office of the Administrator

of Stool Lands, the Lands Commission office in the area,
and any other person designated by the Commission.

(2) The notice given under subregulation (1) shall include a map ~
showing the proposed boundaries of the land which is the subject matter
of the application.

(3) An owner or lawful occupier of land who is likely to be af.:.
fected by the grant of the reconnaissance licence shall submit a written
statement of that owner's or occupier's interest to the Commission
through the respective District Assembly within twenty-one days from
the date of publication of the notice in the Gazette.

Consideration of application for small scale mining licence
,'Z08. Within ten days after the publication period lapses, the District

6fficeof the Commission shall submit the application dossier including
any interest submitted by affected persons and the appropriate recom
mendation to the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission to be
reviewed and submitted to the Minister.
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Notice of rejection of application for small scale mining licence
209. Within twenty-one days after the Minister has approved a

recommendation to· reject an application, the Commission shall, on
behalf of the Minister and through the District Office of the Commission
give notice to the applicant of the rejection and the reasons for the rejection,
as set out in Form Seven of the First Schedule.

Notice of grant of small scale mining licence
210. (1) Within twenty-one days after the Minister- has approved the

recommendation to grant the licence to the applicant, the Commission
shall, on behalf of the Minister and through the District Office of the
Commission give notice to the applicant of the grant and the fees payable
in respett of the grant, as set out in Form Sixty-Nine of the First Scheaule.

(2) The applicant shall within sixty days after the date of the notice
in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees and give notice to the Minister
and the Commission" in writing of the acceptance of the grant.

(3) The Minister shall issue the licence to the applicant within
thirty days after the date of acceptance and payment of the applicable
fees.

. (4) The grant of the licence shall be by an agreement in triplicate
signed between the Minister and the appliCant. "

Revocation of small scale mining licence
211. (1) A grant shall be revoked)f the applicant fails to give notice to

the Minister and the Commission of the acceptance, in accordance with
regulation 210(2).

(2) .Where a grant is revoked, the corresponding provisional polygon
shall be deleted from the cadastral map and the details of the revocation
shall be recorded in the General Register.

Record of rejection of application for small scale mining lice~ce
212. (1) Where an application is rejected, the District Office of the

Commission shall enter the details of the rejection in the General Register
and delete the provisional polygon relating to-the application from the
cadastral map and the area shall beconsidered vacant for new applications.
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(2) When an application is rejected under these Regulations,
the applicant is not entitled to a refund of the fees paid.

Terms and conditions of small scale mining licence
213. The small scale mining licence issued by the Minister shall include

particulars of
(a) the registered name and addresses of the holder;
(b) the date of issue of the licence;
(c) the term of the licence, which shall not exceed five years;
(d) the minerals to be mined;
(e) the period of limitation for submission ·of an application

for renewal;
(f) the cadastral co-ordinates of the area and the number of

blocks;
(g) the annual mineral right fee and the ground rent payable;
(h) the obligations cifthe holder in relation to reporting require

ments;
(i) the rights of the holder and third parties; and
(j) other terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

Record of grant of small scale mining licence and modification
cadastral map

214. Where a licence is granted, the Minerals Titles Department of
the Commission shall enter the details of the grant in the General Register
and replace the provisional polygon with a polygon corresponding to
the grant on the cadastral map.

Stamping and registration of small scale mining licence
215. Within twenty-one days after the grant of the licence and before

the commencement of any activity in the field, the holder shall
(a) stamp and register the licence in accordance with the

relevant enactment in force; and
(b) return an original copy of the duly stamped and registered

licence together with nine copies of that licence to the Com
mISSIOn.
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Distribution of small scale mining licence
216. Within seven days of receipt of the duly stamped and registered

licence, the Mineral Titles Department of the Commission shall distrib
ute the copies of that licence in accordance with regulation 19.

Extension or renewal of the term of small scale mining licences

Application for extension of small scale mining licence
217. (1) A holder of a small scale mining licence may, not later than

ninety days before the expiration of the term of the licence, apply to the
District Office of the Commission, as set out in Form Seventy of the
First Schedule for an extension of the term of the licence in·respect of all
or part of the area subject to the licence.

(2) The application shall include
(a) a certified copy of the mining licence;
(b) the cadastral co.ordinates delineating the area subject to the

application for extension in the case of reduction or enlarge
ment in the perimeter of the original polygon;

(c) annual reports of the applicant for the last two years,
including audited accounts and production statistics, where
the applicant is a body corporate;

(d) production statistics and particulars of sales, including
details of buyers; and

(e) evjdence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of application for small scale mining licence
218. (1) Where an applicant provides the information required in regu

lation 217(2), the District Office of the Commission shall record in the
General Register, the details of the application including the date, hour
and minute the application was submitted.

(2) On recording the application in the General Register, the
District Office of the Commission shall transfer the information submit
ted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate, as set out in Form
Two of the. First Schedule.

(3) The Application Certificate shall be signed by the applicant
and the District Officer.
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(4) Where the holder applies for extension in respect of a reduction
in the original polygon, the District Office of the Commission shall plot
the provisional polygon corresponding to the reduced area on the
cadastral map, and the applicationshallbe consideredas a pending application
until a final decision is made to grant or reject the application.

Review of application for small scale mining licence
219. (I) The District Office of the Commission shall within five days

after recording an application in the General Register, review the appli
cation to ensure that

(a) the area applied for is correctly identified and the co-ordinates
supplied are consistent with the geographic and geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations;

(b) the application was submitted at least ninety days before the
expiration of the licence;

(c) the documenJ:ation required is complete and valid;
(d) the holder's activities under the previous programme of

mining operations were conducted satisfactorily; and
(e) the applicable fees have been duly paid by the applicant.

(2) Where an application does not comply with the provisions
in subregulation (1), the District Office of the Commission shall give
notice to the applicant accordingly within five days after the review, as ~
set out in Form Three of the First Schedule and the applicant shall correct
the errors or provide the information required within ten days from the
date of the notice.

Rejection of application for extension of small scale mining licence
220. (I) An application for extension of small scale niining licence

shall be rejected where the applicant
(a) submits an application for extension later than ninety days

before the expiration of the licence, or
(b) makes a statement which the applicant knows or ought to

know is false or misleading in a material particular, or
(c) does not correct the errors or provide the information

required under regulation 219(2) within ten days from the
date of the notice.
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(2) Where an application is rejected, the Commission shall on
behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Four of the First Schedule.

Consideration of application for extension of small scale mining licence
221. '0) The District Office of the Commission shall within five days

after recording an application for extension in the General Register,consider
the application.

(2) Where an application satisfies the criteria prescribed in regu
lation 219, the District Office of the Commission shall submit within ten
days after registration, the information relating to the application to the
Commission, and that Commission shall within ten days consider the
application, and make the appropriate recommendation to the Minister.

Notice of rejection of application for extension of small scale mining
licence

222. (1) Within seven days after the Minister has approved the rec
ommendation to reject an application for extension, the Commission
shall, on behalf of the Minister give notice to the applicant of the rejec
tion and the reasons for the rejection, as set out in Form Seven of the
First Schedule.

(2) Where an application is rejected, the District Office of the
t' Commission shall enter the details of the rejection in the General Regis

ter and delete the polygon relating to the application from the cadastral
map and the area shall be considered vacant for new applications.

Notice of grant of extension of small scale mining licence
223. (1) Within seven days after the Minister has approved the rec- .

ommendation to grant an extension, the Commission shall, on behalf of
the Minister give notice to the applicant of the grant and the fees payable
in respect of the grant, as set out in FOrI?Seventy-One of the First Schedule.

(2) The applicant shall within fifteen days after the date of the
notice in subregulation (1), pay the applicable fees to the Commission.

(3) The Minister shall issue the extension within fifteen days af
ter the date of payment of the applicable fees.

(4) The grant of the extension shall be by a letter signed by the
Minister and addressed to the applicant.
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(5) The extension shall be for a term not exceeding five years and
subject to the terms and conditions of the original licence and other
terms and conditions determined by the Minister.

Record of grant of small scale mining licence and modification of
cadastral map

224. (1) Where there is a grant of extension of a licence, the District
Office of the Commission shall enter the details of the grant in the General
Register and replace the provisional polygon with a polygon corresponding
to the extension on the cadastral map.

(2) Where there is a grant of extension of a licence in respect of
a reduced area, the relinquished area shall be considered available for
new applications.

Distribution of the notice of extension of small scale mining licence
225. The extension granted by the Minister shall be copied to the

persons and institutions li~ed in regulation 19.

Amendment of a small scale mining licence to add or to exclude minerals,
enlargement or reduction, transfer, mortgage, and surrender of small scale

mining licences

Requirements for amendment, enlargement or reduction, transfer,
mortgage, and surrender of small scale mining licence

226. (1) The requirements and procedures for amendment, enlarge
ment or reduction, transfer or assignment, mortgage and surrender of a
small scale mining licence shall be the same as the requirements and pro
cedures for amendment, enlargement or reduction, transfer or assign
ment, mortgage and surrender of a prospecting licence undet these Regu
lations, subject to the appropriate modifications.

(2) Subject to subregulation (1),
(a) an application for amendment of a small scale mining

licence shall be as set out in Form Seventy-Two of the First
Schedule;

(b) a notice of the grant of the amendment shall be as set out in
Form Seventy-Three of the First Schedule;

(c) an application for reduction or enlargement of a small scale
mining licence shall be as set out in Form Seventy-Four of
the FirSt Schedule;
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(d) a notice of the grant of the reduction or enlargement shall
be as set out in Form Seventy-Five of the First Schedule;

(e) an application for transfer or assignment of a small scale
mining licence shall be as set out in Form Seventy-Six of the
First Schedule;

(j) a notice of the approval of the transfer or assignment shall
be as set out in Form Seventy-Seven of the First Schedule;

(g) an application for mortgage of a small scale mining licence
shall be as set out in Seventy-Eight of the First Schedule;

(h) a notice of the approval of the mortgage shall be as set out
in Form Seventy-Nine of the First Schedule;

(i) an application for surrender of a small scale mining licence
shall be as set out in Form Eighty of the First Schedule;

(j) a notice of the approval of the surrender shall be as set out
in Form Eighty-One of the First Schedule;

(k) the certificate of sprrender shall be as set out in Form Eighty
Two of the First Schedule.

Division of small scale mining licences

Application for division of small scale mining licence
227. (1) A holder ofa small scale mining licence may within ninety

days before the expiration of the licence, apply to the District Office of
II;; the Commission, as set out in Form Eighty-Three of the First Schedule

for the division of the area subjectto the licence into several areas.
(2) The application shall include

(a) a certified copy of the small scale mining licence;
(b) the number of small scale cadastral blocks and the cadastral

co-ordinates delineating the area to be divided, and the
divisions being sought; and

(c) evidence of payment of the applicable fees.

Record of division of small scale mining licence
228. (1) Where the applicant provides all the information required

under regulation 227, the District Office of the Commission shall record
in the General Register, the details of the application including the date,
hour and minute the application was submitted.

(2) An application shall not be recorded in the General Register
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unless the information required under regulation 227 is provided by the
applicant:

(3) Where an application is recorded in the General Register,
the District Office of the Commission shall transfer the information
submitted by the applicant onto an Application Certificate as set out in
Form Two of the First Schedule, which shall be signed by the applicant ~
and the District Officer.

(4) Where an application is recorded in the General Register,
the District Office of the Commission shall plot the areas corresponding
to the divisions being sought as provisional polygons on the cadastral
map.

(5) The original polygon corresponding to the small scale mining,
licence yet to be divided shall remain valid until the application for the
division is granted.

Review of application for diyision of small scale mining licence
229. (1) Within five days after recording an application in the General
Register, the District Office of the Commission shall review the
application to ensure that

(a) the licence, which is the subject matter of the application is
valid;

(b) tq.e geometry and dimensions of the provisional polygons .~
and the cadastral coordinates delineating the divisions being
sought are consistent with the geographic and geometric
rules prescribed in these Regulations; and

(c) the applicable fees have been duly paid.
(2) Where the application does not comply with the provisions

in subregulation (1), the District Office of the Commission shall give
notice accordingly to the applicant within five days after the review, as
set out in Form Three of the First Schedule and the applicant shall correct
the errors or provide the information required within ten days from the
date of the notice.

Rejection of application for division of small scale mining licence
230. (1) An application for division of small scale mining licence shall

be rejected where the applicant
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FORM SEVENTY-FIVE
(Regulation 226(2)(d))

NOTICE OF GRANT OF REDUCTION/ENLARGEMENT
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FORM SEVENTY-SIX

(Regulation 226(2Xe))

APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER/ASSIGNMENT OF
SMALL SCALE MINING LICENCE
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